
  

 

 

The Blawenburg Beacon 
January, 2011 

 A newsletter for the members and 

friends 
of The Blawenburg Reformed Church 

 

Because of the holidays, vacations, travel and a blizzard, we 

have a slimmer Beacon.  However, we wish you a very Happy 

New Year! 

     Barb P. and Nancy C. 

 

Worship Team 
We gather as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us! 

 

This week at BRC: 

 Jan. 2nd   Greeters:  Bernice & Mait Van Nostrand 

  Fellowship:  Gracie & Jotham Johnson 

  Preaching:  Alan Taback 

  Worship Leader:  Barbara Pavlicek 

  Children‟s Sermon: Bernice Van Nostrand 
  (Children will stay in the sanctuary after their sermon.) 

  Organist:  Ginny Sweeton 

 

Next week at BRC: 

 Jan. 9th  Fellowship:  Family Life / Pot Luck Lunch 

  Preaching:  Pastor Rich 

  Worship Leader:  Gracie Johnson 

  Children:  Children & Worship* 

    Cook Hall at 10 AM 

  Organist:  Chi-Yi Chen 

 
*Christmas is not over until the Wise Men come.  Today  (1/9) the Sunday School students will 

consider the Gifts of the Magi. 
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The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s 

people united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts 

to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in need, and 

proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Pot Luck Luncheons 
  

January 9th 

Bring a dish to share. Approximately 20 residents from Crawford House  

will attend worship and the luncheon on January 9th. 

 

February 6th 

March 6th 
  

Mark your calendars and plan to attend these fun social events  

that start right after church.  Bring a dish to share. 

Hospitality Team  
“. . . care for those in our congregation and the greater church community. . .” 

 

Life-Long Learning Team 
“We commit our gifts to… life-long learning…” 

 

Marys and Marthas 
by Bernice Van Nostrand 

 

On January 8th, the group will go global and discuss Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortensen.  In 

February, the discussion of current issues will center around  facts and opinions presented by 

Barbara Kingsolver in Small Wonders. 

 

7:30 on Saturday morning may seem early to consider our part in the problem of global educa-

tion, but we always have a lively discussion and delicious breakfast.  All women are welcome 

to join us. 

 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

 
Tuesday morning Bible Study resumes on January 4th at 10 AM in the Cook Hall basement.  

Please come with ideas of what you would like to study—a book of the Bible, current events 

related to faith, etc. 
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Missions Team 
We commit our gifts to. . .serving those in need. 

 

There is Still Time to Give 

The Gift That Keeps on Giving 
  

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL was our mission focus for Advent and Christmas.  We will con-

tinue to try to raise the $5,000 for a Gift Ark [we are $1500 away from this goal.).  Heifer alle-

viates hunger, poverty and environmental degradation through gifts of livestock and training. 

These animals provide food, draft power and generate income for families.  Since 1944, Heifer 

has helped more than 4.5 million families in 125 countries 

(including the U.S.) become self-reliant.  Each family 

“passes on the gift” by giving one or more of its animal‟s 

offspring to another family in need, and they also, and so 

on.  It is the „gift that keeps on giving‟! 

In Cook Hall, you will see options for purchasing a gift of 

different animals: cows, sheep, llamas, water buffalo, goats, 

pigs, ducks, geese, chickens, rabbits, and honeybees.  If you 

would like to do this in honor or memory of someone, there 

will be handsome gift cards for you to take and use for this 

purpose. (If you can‟t get to Cook Hall, you may leave a 

check in the basket on the back table of the sanctuary where 

there is a price list for the different animals.  Please make 

checks payable to BRC, noting “Heifer” (and the animal) on 

the „memo‟ line and we will get the handsome honor/gift card to you to give to a loved one.  

 Whether we give enough for an „Ark‟, changing the world two by two, or not, we can be 

assured that these are truly Christmas (or Birthday, etc.) gifts that will “keep on giving”!   To 

learn more about Heifer, visit http://www.heifer.org  or see Sonya Hunt. 
 

 Gift Ark: Changing the World Two By Two 

 
 

  

Stewardship Report 

 
We have had a successful stewardship campaign this year with more people pledging than in 

past years.  So far, 30 members and friends have made a commitment of $82,992.00 toward the 

2011 budget.  For us to continue to meet our financial obligations, we need to find additional 

revenue instead of relying on our investments to cover our operating expenses.  Thanks to all 

who have pledged.  We encourage those who have not pledged to consider doing so.  Your 

commitment will go a long way toward helping the church reach its mission goals.  

http://www.heifer.org/
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Croatia Update Snowy days provide sheltered thanksgiving 
 

The blast of winter gives us all good reason to be thankful for basics like a cozy place to warm our feet 

after a cold walk. Though our seminary is only two blocks from our house, it can seem much longer 

when the wind blows and the sidewalks are slippery with snow or ice. Even so, it seems rather nice that 

we can make the trip by foot rather than having to get the car out on the messy streets. 

 As we begin this new year, we want to express our thanks for the many things the Lord has 

done for us. First on any such list is our gratitude to God for giving us such wonderful supporters who 

are faithful all year long to send financial support, to cover us in prayer, and to provide encouraging 

words along the way. We cannot begin to express how much all of these things mean to us. Some of 

you we had known for years before we became missionaries, and some are friends whom we have met 

because of our work in Croatia. What a joy to work along with you in what God is doing here in this 

land! 

 We also offer thanksgiving to God for the completion of Eric‟s doctoral degree. As most of you 

know by now, he successfully defended his dissertation on Nov. 30 and was awarded the degree of 

doctor of theology from the Protestant Faculty of Charles University in Prague. With your prayers and 

God‟s help, he was able to complete a six-year program in just four years, saving thousands on tuition 

and providing the seminary with much needed credentials. Having the weight of this study off Eric‟s 

shoulders is truly a relief! Now, all we have left as far as official visits to Prague is graduation in May. 

 We are also thankful to God for our students and the opportunity to invest in their lives. We 

cannot always see what is taking hold, but we plant seeds or water seeds others have planted, knowing 

that God is building his church here as everywhere. 

 Eric is grateful that he can help train students in systematic theology and that he gets to teach a 

special course this year on Karl Barth. Students have responded well to his courses, and for that he 

thanks God. 

As for me, I thank God that my classes at the seminary are going better than ever. I am teaching 

beginning composition for the fourth time and am grateful for God‟s help in developing this course. 

Though I have many years experience as a professional writer, I never tried to teach anyone to write 

until I became a missionary. I have had to do this from scratch, learning by trial and error the many ba-

sics our students do not know about writing and designing ways to fill that gap. I believe the course is 

useful in bringing students with almost no formal writing instruction into position to begin the hard 

work of doing college-level composition. That leads us well into the second semester course, where we 

learn the basics of the essay. 

We are thankful as well for God‟s provision for our children, educationally, emotionally, and 

socially. 

Samuel, in particular, loves his on-line classes, especially classical literature. Before Christmas, 

he finished Plato‟s Republic and began reading Aristotle. He loves the discussion with his teacher and 

the other students, a couple of whom, like him are overseas. The course is as engaging for him as it is 

challenging. 

The girls also enjoy their on-line classes and have developed their computer skills for work and 

play, navigating the internet and keeping tabs on friends in the United States as well.  

In closing, we ask you to remember one of our students in prayer. Just before our Christmas 

break, Boban Petrovic was informed that his father died unexpectedly during the night. He left school a 

week early to attend the funeral and support his family. Pray for his hurting heart and for strength to 

complete his theological program as planned this spring. 
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BVS Christmas Concert—Dec. 11, 2010 

 

 

 

Blawenburg Village School  
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609 -466 -6600  

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

Karen Hill, Director  
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Proclaiming Team 

… and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 
SinterKlaas Results 

make our church's presence known in the community through . . . fellowship  
 

Thanks to all who worked so hard on Sinterklaas. After expenses were deducted, we put $4,575.20 into 

our bank account.  A portion of the money will be used for missions, and the remainder will go to the 

BRC Preservation Fund to help maintain our church properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men‟s Breakfast Club 
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Community 
By Nancy Curtis 

 

The greatest part of the Tuesday Lunch, for me, is watching people reconnect with old friends 

or make new friends.  For example, this past Tuesday, Lori came to lunch for the first time.  

Lori lives across the road from Claude & Sylvia, her mother used to ride with PJ‟s wife to 

choir, and my mother taught her and her siblings.  Lori felt very welcome and comfortable and 

visited for quite awhile with our lunch guests.  So come to lunch and see if you run into your 

neighbors, former teachers, and old friends.  Almost every week, someone new arrives at lunch.  

The word is out and we have been averaging 40 people every week.   

 

Even though Montgomery Township has gotten a lot larger than when I was growing up, you 

can still find a piece of old Montgomery  in Cook Hall every Tuesday from 11:30 AM to 1:00 

PM.   

 
 

Outreach Lunch Menus 
January, 2010 
by Nancy Curtis 

“We commit our gifts to ... Hospitality” 
 

Every Tuesday, from 11:30 to 1:00, we serve lunch in Cook Hall.  Lunch is served buffet style 

and a free-will donation is accepted (anonymously).  This lunch has become a great outreach to 

the community.  We average 25 people but occasionally have 40.  I can always use extra help 

either during the morning hours setting up the dining room or later for kitchen clean-up.  

(Perk of helping—leftovers!) 

 
Lunches will always have salad, bread and beverages 

 

January 4 

Minestrone, Pulled Pork, Cole Slaw, Carrot Cake 

 

January 11 

Clam Chowder, Chicken Parm with pasta, Cookies & Ice Cream 

 

January 18 

Potato Soup, Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes, Dessert  

 

January 25 

Sweet & Sour Cabbage Soup, Chili, Hot Dogs, Dessert 
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Tear out or print this page .  Put it on your frig.   

Make someone‟s day!  Wish them a happy birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Dates 

See earlier articles for more details. 
 

January 2   10 AMñAlan Taback Preaching  

January 4   10 AMñBible Study Group resumes ñCook Hall 

January 5   1:00 PMñBVS Task ForceñCook Hall 

   7:30 PMñMissions Team Meeting at the DeLaCruz home  

January 6   7:30 AM ñMenõs Breakfast ClubñCook Hall 

January 8   7:30 AM Marys and Marthas Womenõs Book Group 

January 9   10 AMñChildren & Worship ñCook Hall  

   Mini Coffee Hour / Pot Luck Luncheon  

   Crawford House residents attending worship & lunch  

January 13   6:00 PM Eldersõ Meeting 

   7:30 PM Consistory Meeting  

January 16   11:30 AM Adult Study Group resumes  

January 25   Beacon Deadline for February Articles & Information  

January 30   Soup-Making Social with Crawford House residents  

February 12  Soup-r Saturday Soup Sale Fundraiser ñcontainers are 

available in Cook Hall  
   Please label the ingredients.  All kinds of soups are encouraged. 

 

Tuesdays  10 AM ñBible Study  

   11:30-1:00ñOutreach Lunch ñCook Hall basement 

Thursdays   7:30 AM ñMenõs Breakfast Club 

Sundays  11:30 AM in Cook HallñAdult Sunday School  

 
 

8  Brian Van Liew 24 Paula Peters 

18  Taylore Fritzinger    Kristin Reyes 

19  Doug Wengel 25 Jim Beachell 
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The Blawenburg Beacon    

P.O. Box 266      

Blawenburg NJ  08504     

 

Dated Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blawenburg Beacon is a publication of the 

Blawenburg Reformed Church 

424 Route 518; P.O. Box 266 

Blawenburg, NJ  08504 

e-mail address:  BRC1832@verizon.net 

Editor:  Barbara Pavlicek 

Publisher:  Nancy Curtis 

Website:  www.BlawenburgChurch.org 

Phone: (609) 466-3108, Fax: (609) 466-8237 

Rev. Richard Van Doren, Minister 

 

 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people united in 

Christ through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learn-

ing, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 


