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A Letter of Vision
By Rev. Robert Sharman

Dear Blawenburg Church Family,

The year 2012 will dawn and flow as one of the critical years in the neardyezdMistory of
our church. We are a wonderful, hopeful, gifted congregation. Our officers and Church Health team
have begun an exciting process for the future of our church. The congregation has identified the first
area for development, an area which | am calimopdationako the futuré passionate spirituality
Building on that foundational area, | now share with you my vision for the coming years of life and
ministry ...

~~Prayer, outreach, stewardship~~

The promise of prayer is that God will meet us, and answer us when we pray. To know where to
go, what to do, how to prioritize our mission, money, and time, we need to ask God to show us. We do
not need a program or a creative idea. The author of creativity is the one to whom we pray, and he will
show us the way. The church of the book of Acts had no New Testament, no power, little money, and
few people, relatively speaking. But they did have prayer and they used it. | believe we ought to devel-
op prayer groups to ask the Holy Spirit to show us where our church should go, and to create miracles in
our midst. We are at the place in our life as a church where we are wise to set aside ourselves and ask
for power that is beyond us.

A wise member of the church remarked that we have much to maintain and protect in property
and real assets. But, he said, when we openly engage in mission, the other things always seem to be
taken care of €é. We hayv e-20aimesaungze woult|bvaetohavea But ¢ h L
we do well to remember that the purpose of the church is never to accumulate assets. The church has
only one purposemissior® reaching outward to a broken, lost wodlautreach in ways of spiritual
and physical transformationWhen we assume a posture of inward protection and maintenance, we vi-
olate the charter of our very being. We will never find Godés blessing in this. Outreact® mission to
our community and to the world is where God will be at wdithere are thousands of people living
within five miles of our campus who are dying on the inside and crying for something to give meaning
to life. We dare not neglect these fields ripe for harvest. How will we know what to do and what form
this will take? (See the paragraph immediately above.)

One absolute truth of the Christian faith is tGaid meets us and works with us where we are.

He never says, AOnce you are holy enough or ric
with wherever we are. BRC, as stated above has a lot of buildings and cash neadsin\@dinan-

cial crisis. God knows this, and he will show us how to move forward. He also knows that debt often
hampers mission and creativity, especially in institutions. We as a church will never be fully free to en-



gage in mission, while strapped for cash, and living beyond our means. Credibility is critical. We cannot ful
ly, enthusiastically invite others to be part of an organization that is living above its means. We will soon de
velop a plan to deal with the endowment, spend what we bring in, and grow our mission giving. We will be
starkly honest and outspoken with what must happen in this area. Again, the question comes as to how the
swers to this will be known and met. (See two paragraphs immediately -adnod@erhaps the two below.)

The great prophet Habakkuk prayed a beautiful, hopeful prayer that | have been praying and singing
the past twelve years:

Lord, | have heard of your fame. | stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord.

Renew them in our day; in our time, make them known.

In wrath, remember mercy.(Hab. 3:2 NIV)
The prophet is praying for renewabf the great and famous work of God in our midst. This prayer is an affir-
mation of faith that God is a God of renewal, and that he has great plans in store for us. In a world of wrath
both Goddés wrath for the si n -absorbedavorlohihdt oftenaurng agairtste
us, we pray for mercy.

These two prongs of prayiemprayer for renewal and prayer for medcform the basis of restoration
for Israel in Old Testament times, and for the Church in New Testament times, over and over again. This is
simple prayer which affirms our sinfulness, our
renewed.

It is time for prayer, outreach, and stewardship. | do not know where it will lead us, but | do know tha
God is faithful. 1 am humbled and honored to be on the journey with you. The above is all subject to the wi
dom of our officers, with whom | joyfully serve.

Your Pastor,
Bob Sharman

Stewardship and Generosity
by Pastor Sharman

In worship each week we have been hearing about stewardship, from a challenging piece writ-
ten by a pastor in Michigan, called P. L. A. N. O

P~Pray for a generous heart. Make people a@ pri
have to give away in order to be obedient?0 A

L~ Lifestyle cap. As we earn more, we should give more. If you are wealthier than you used tg be,
have you done more to increase your standard of living or your standard of giving?

A~Accountability. Set goals and find someone
frankly about finances. Sexand moneyiwe dondt tal k about them|nea

N~ No less than a tithe (tithe = 10%). It is hard to imagine that western Christians who have seen
the glory of God in the face of Christ and enjoy great prosperity would want to give less than the
poorest | sraelite é.

Please pray for a generous hdaffor yourself and for others in our church.

Talk with someone about lifestyle, a cap, and goals. Accountability partners would be a huge
step in a great direction. It will grow us in faith.

Move off of basewhatever your percentage of giving is, move off of the safe base. If you|are
giving 3%, pray and plan to move now to 4% or 5%. Take a step; in a few years the tithe can be
reached. It will change your spiritual 11ifie

™




The Bl awenburg Reformed Church is a famil:
through the Holy Spirit. We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality]difg learning,
serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.

Worship

We gather as a community to celebrate G

Worship Schedule

January 1 Habakkuk 3:12 "Christmas Awe, Christmas Mercy"
Luke 1:4656

January 8 Luke 10:3842 Sermon Serigs Heroes Among Us: Lesser Known New Testament Folk
John 1112 (9) Martha The Strong Woman Whom Jesus Loved

January 15 Genesis 17:91"Baptism Meditation"
Matthew 3:11; 28:120
Ezekiel 36:2827

January 22 Acts 27 Series resumes (10) Julius: A Story of the Sea

January 29 Acts 9:3642  (11) Tabitha-When What You Do Is Supplanted by Who You Are

Peter raising Tabitha from the dead (Acts 9429

Jesus speaking to Martha (Luke 1048



