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Many thanks to Gracie Johnson for her informative and inspirational article about our church govern-

ment and its "layers":  Consistory, Classis, Regional Synod, and General Synod--all being a part of 

the larger body of the Reformed Church in America.  It is nice to know that we are not alone.  Thank 

you, too, to our members who have, over the years, given of their time and talents to be a part of the 

larger church.        --Barbara Pavlicek, Editor, The Blawenburg Beacon 

 

We are never alone! 
by Gracie Johnson   

 

First, as we all know, God is always with us!  Second, although God expects us each to use 

our gifts and talents to the best of our abilities for His Kingdom, we donôt have to save the 

world on our own.  We have our Blawenburg church family to help us do whatever little bit 

we can in our little corner of the world, one little prayer, one little praise, one little action, one 

little smile and note of encouragement at a time!  But our church doesnôt have to struggle and/

or rejoice alone either.  Just as we become part of a ócovenant communityô called the church 

when we are baptized and later join the church as young adults or adults through profession of 

faith, so our church is part of a ócovenant communityô called a Classis, and through that Clas-

sis a part of a Regional Synod and our denomination: the Reformed Church in America.  To 

ócovenantô in church terms means to defend, uphold, and support each other in our faith and 

in the actions that faith requires.  We in the RCA do that at each level of our ópolityô or 

church government. 

 
Attached, or at the following link, http://sites.google.com/site/drclassis/, you will find a bro-

chure for the Delaware-Raritan Classis.  Our Classis is made up of over 30 churches on both 

sides of the Delaware River, which covenant together to strengthen the whole through col-

laboration, revitalization, and multiplication.  Each congregation delegates one Elder (or two 

when there is no Called Pastor) to represent them at the Classis level along with their Pastor

(s).  Grace Terhune was a one-time delegate of BRC and became the first woman President of 

the old Raritan Classis.   I had been your Elder Delegate for many years and became very in-

volved, and remain so, at the Classis and Synod level.  Joe Pavlicek stepped up to the plate in 

2008-09 to become our current Elder Delegate.  I continue to serve on the Mission, Structure 

and Planning Committee (collaboration) and to be indirectly involved with the Church Multi-

plication Committee.  I am also starting a committee to encourage racial ethnic diversity 



within our churches.  (At the Synod level this is called the Multicultural Ministry Team.)  As 

a denomination, we are learning that we need to better reflect the changing communities 

around us; and that by doing so, we will build stronger, growing churches as well as be work-

ing toward peace and justice, reflecting the church at Antioch and the Kingdom as portrayed 

in Revelations 7:9.  Our Church Multiplication Committee has been responsible for starting 

three or four new churches within our bounds, but they are all fledgling and need your contin-

ued prayer: Hispanic churches in Reading and Lebanon, PA ï led by Carlos and Carmen 

Lugo; Lighthouses of Oxford Valley ï a new model of home churches expanding now also 

into Northern Philadelphia ï led by Heidi Butterworth and Bob and Donna Jones; and Ignite ï 

an attempt to appeal to a younger generation in Bridgewater which failed (one in three new 

church starts fails nationally, unfortunately) ï led by David Mojica, whom weôve been privi-

leged to have preach here.  Pastor Rich has served a number of years on the Congregational 

Care Committee, bringing advice and revitalization resources to congregations in need, as 

well as supervising churches during their vacant periods between pastors.  A team of an Elder 

and a Pastor are assigned to these churches and attend their Consistory meetings (as well as 

their own!), to give guidance.  (We will have such a team assigned to us when Pastor Rich re-

tires.)  I think Pastor Rich has just joined the Pastoral Care Committee which attends to the 

needs of the Pastors and their families.  In our polity, Ministers of Word and Sacrament (our 

pastors) are accountable to their Classis rather than the congregation.  For this reason our 

Candidates and Exams Committee works hard to make sure our seminarians are well prepared 

and called to lead as Ministers of Word and Sacrament.  We have hosted these exams occa-

sionally at Blawenburg and I try to attend them all, not only to support our fledgling pastors, 

but also because I grow in faith and knowledge each time.  I encourage you to do likewise 

sometime and will post the next exam when scheduled.  On June 2nd we held a number of ex-

ams at Three Bridges and approved Chris Heitcamp in his finals to be licensed for ordination 

as a Minister of Word and Sacrament.  He will be Ordained there on July 11th  after receiving 

a óCallô to be Pastor at the Willow Grove Reformed Church. 

 
All of the above is so that you may know there are people out there, outside our church, busy 

caring for congregations and growing churches, who care about us and are willing to support 

us as we put our faith into action.  Look at the brochure.  If you have any questions, feel free 

to ask Joe or me, or Pastor Rich when he returns, and feel free to call any of the persons listed 

there if we canôt help you.  There is a Directory of Classis churches and their representatives 

in the Church Office if you would like to contact someone at another church, or you can use 

our online Directory by ógooglingô the Classis of Delaware-Raritan.  We have an email list 

that connects members and friends within our Classis and also within our Synod.   

 
Happy commune-ity!        Gracie J.  

 



Mission 

Serving those in need 

 
Our churchôs mission statement declares that ñwe commit our gifts to é serving those 

in need éò.   For our size, our congregation has done an outstanding job of committing 

our monetary gifts to that purpose!  Your Mission Team thanks you heartily for your 

support and wants you to see what you have been able to do this past year: 

Fall CROPWALK ï 12 walkers  +    $1,195 

Operation Christmas Child ï 44 Boxes with BVS +    $308 

Heifer Project        $3,190 

Princeton Seminary ï many boxes of books etc. 

Palestinian Childrenôs Relief Fund ï stuffed animals 

Rescue Mission of Trenton  -  

truckload of clothing + household items 

Montgomery Food Pantry ï 2 Thanksgiving Baskets +     $589 

Multiple bags of food supplies and toiletries 

Words of Hope           $500 

One Great Hour of Sharing      $2,219 

Outreach luncheons every Tuesday ï priceless! 

Support for our missionaries 

The Schreuders in Chiapas, Mex ï ¼ share  $1,450 

 

$9,951 

This doesnôt include the amount of our assessments which we pay our Classis which 

goes toward ministry and mission in our Regional Synod and denomination. 

 

What we didnôt complete this past year were our Church World Service kits, which 

they are indeed desperate for!  We will kick off our Fall with packing these up after 

church on Sunday, September 19
th.  For the full list of what is needed for the Baby, 

School and Hygiene Kits, go to www.churchworldservice.org and follow the link to 

ókitsô or pick up the cards at church to keep in your purse for when you see sales at the 

store over the summer.  This will be the best time to buy these items as well as to get 

treats/gifts for the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, the deadline for which always 

descends upon us quickly in the Fall.  We particularly need the following items to com-

plete the kits we have started: 

1 large eraser      3 blunt/rounded tip child scissors 

16 infant t-shirts or undershirts (no onesies) 17 baby gowns or sleepers  

18 diaper pins      14 baby washcloths 

8 hand towels (approx. 16ò x 28ò)   5 wide-tooth combs 

6 nail clippers   

The Tituses in Croatia          $500 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/


Please place items in basket on Outreach table in Cook Hall.  Thank you. 

 

We continue to donate non-perishable food items and toiletries to our neighbors at the 

Montgomery Food Pantry.  The collection baskets are in Cook Hall. 

 

HANDS-ON MISSION:   

The week of July 19-23 there will be a work week at Faith Chapel, an African-

American reformed church in Patterson, NJ.  Grace Johnson will plan to go several 

days.  Call the church office if youôd like to join her and tell her which days you are 

available. 

 

Then the first two weeks in August, the Warwick Conference Center hosts volunteers to 

come and stay for free in exchange for painting.  If you havenôt been there yet, it is a 

beautiful piece of country, just over the state border into NY.  

      Mission Team 

                                                   Submitted by Gracie Johnson, 

     Chairperson 

 

 

Stewardship of the Earthôs Resources 

 

Throughout the year, the Mission Team has brought you occasional eco-tips.  It is just 

not possible to ñfeed the hungry, clothe the poor and work for justiceò if we are not 

good stewards of our resources ï monetary, material and natural.  In that vein, the Jour-

ney program at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan, is hosting a con-

ference called ñThe Earth is the Lordôsò from midday Thursday, September 23 

through noon Saturday, the 25th.  The conference seeks to ñincrease awareness of 

why Christians ought to care for creation and will provide biblical and theological re-

sources for Christians and churches to become better earth-keepersò.  The Saturday 

field experiences include three ways that may have application to Blawenburg: 

The relationship between what we eat and the state of our souls ï concludes with 

walking tour of urban garden, seminary-wide compost bin and the farmers mar-

ket. 

The establishment and function of a Caring for Creation ministry in a local 

church. 

Discovery of applications and improvements for your own facility as you experi-

ence a church building environmental/energy audit.  (See the Church Finances 

article later in this issue.) 

Intrigued?  Check out the brochure and application on the Mission board in Cook Hall. 



Summer Preaching & Worship Leader Schedule  

 

July 4 ñ David Mojica, Princeton Seminary (Bob Bradsell)  

July 11ñDavid Mojica, Princeton Seminary (Barbara Pavlicek)  

July 18ñRev. Frank Villerius  

July 25 ñSean Jackson, Hopewell Presbyterian (Gracie Johnson)  

August 29 - Sam Funkhouser, Princeton Theological Seminary (Todd 

Quackenbush) 

 
So far this summer, we have had the opportunity to see new people in the pulpit from 

both our congregation and from other areas.  Come by and see.  

 

During the month of August we will be participating in worship with the 

other area Reformed Churches. August 15th is our Sunday to host the ro-

tation.  See the schedule below for the places of worship.  

 

August 1 - Griggstown Reformed Church, 10 AM, Communion  

August 8 - First Reformed Church at Rocky Hill, 10 AM  

August 15th - Blawenburg Reformed Church, 10 AM ñRev. Luis Perez, 

Synod Exec. 

August 22 - Harlingen Reformed Church, 9 AM  

Our new Vice President of Consistory, Wendy Herbert, with ñour father who art 

in the balcony,ò Mait Van Nostrand, two of our worship leaders this summer, 

bidding farewell to Chi-Yi.  See more pictures later in this issue. 



Church Finances 

A Time of Challenge and Opportunity 

by Dave Cochran 
 

In May, the Consistory approved our 2010-2011 budget despite its heavy reliance on investments to 

cover the shortfall.  The budget is $20,000 less than last year; nevertheless, to balance it, we will still 

need $134,000 more than we anticipate in income. 

 

The Administration and Finance Committee is seeking ways to cut down our expenses and raise our 

income.  Here are some ways you can help us do this: 

1.  Be on the lookout for ways to help us cut expenses.  One way we know we can save is to have 

an energy audit on all our buildings and find ways to cut expenses in each one.  We already know that 

our Sanctuary, despite its infrequent use, costs us more than any other building for heat and utilities. 

Scott Magliochetti is arranging for the audit, and we are encouraging the Properties Committee to fo-

cus on energy saving in all our buildings. 

2.  Help us increase income.  This is not a great financial time for our country, and perhaps your 

family is feeling the pinch, too.  Our offerings are one of the primary ways we can give thanks for 

Godôs bounty.  Whenever possible, we encourage you to give as much as you can to help us sustain 

Godôs work in our church.  One way that this can happen is for members to give, not just when they 

come to church, but at consistent intervals such as weekly or monthly.  If we can commit to giving a 

percentage of our income regularly, it will help the church financially. 

3.  Invite your friends and colleagues to help us grow the church.  We are a community of believ-

ers, and we should share our beliefs with others.  Invite them to worship, Sunday School, and other 

church-sponsored events.  Having more people in worship will help us to expand and pay for the pro-

grams that will help others. 

Whenever you think of other ways to help us save, let a member of the Administration and Finance 

Committee, Properties Committee, or Consistory know.  Even small ideas, projects, or events can 

help. 

We look forward to your support to get through this difficult period.   Our churchôs work is important.  

If we all pitch in, Blawenburg Reformed Church will not only make it through difficult times, but it 

will emerge stronger and more committed to our mission to ñcommit our gifts to worship, hospitality, 

life-long learning, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.ò 
 

 

Committee Positions Available  
The Administration and Finance Committee has two openings.  We meet about eight times a year to 

update finances and to make recommendations to Consistory.  Each committee member also counts 

the offering once per month.  If you have questions or are interested in serving on the committee, con-

tact Dave Cochran ï davidc99@aol.com, 609-466-3539.  Our next meeting is in August. 

mailto:davidc99@aol.com


 
 

  July 1 Dylan Hume 

  July 2 Mark Fritzinger 

  July 3 Sally Hume 

  July 8 Will Quackenbush 

  July 12 Lisa Hunt 

  July 18 Ricky Reyes 

  July 21 Palmer White 

  July 29 Todd Quackenbush 

 

Anniversaries  
 

 

1 John & Martha Van Zandt 

5  Rick & Lisa White 

10 Chris & Scott Magliochetti 

21 Helen & Art Brown 

22 Dave & Evelyn Cochran 

24  Alan & Peggy Querec 

 

Tidbits  

Marys and Marthas 
 
The womenôs book study group, the Marys and Marthas, are spending the summer 

reading A Circle of Quiet by Madeleine LôEngle.  All women of the church are in-

vited to join this early-bird group in Cook Hall on Saturday, September 18th (the third 

rather than our usual second Saturday).  Come at 7:30 for breakfast or at 8:00 for 

prayer and discussion.  If you have any questions, please call Bernice Van Nostrand 

at 908-359-6579. 

Eric & Kristen Haaijer 

2367 Darlington Trail 

Oakville, Ontario, CANADA L6H 7J6 

609-462-4848 

khaaijer@yahoo.com 

 



CONSISTORY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

BY BOB BRADSELL 

 
Consistory met on Wednesday, June 16th, at the home of Deacon Lisa White.  It 

was a traditional óend-of-year / new Consistoryô gathering, and Lisa and Rick 

treated us to an absolutely delicious grilled salmon dinneré 

We organized the new Consistory.   Bob Bradsellôs term as Vice President ends this 

month; and Elder Wendy Herbert had already been elected as the new V.P., effective 

July 1st.   At this meeting, we elected new Elder Gracie Johnson as Clerk.  That post 

is traditionally held by a deacon, but it was felt that ï given the period of transition 

to a new pastor that lies before us ï Gracieôs experience in church governance at the 

Classis level would be very helpful. 

A Report from the Pre-School Director.   Karen Hill, BVS Director, joined us and 

gave us an end-of-year report.   At first glance, the numbers are not encouraging.  

Enrollment for the fall is way down, compared to previous years.  But there are en-

couraging signsélate enrollment is picking up.   Holding tuition to this yearôs rates 

will probably help.   Karen is confident that she can manage decreased enrollment 

with commensurate decreases in expenses. 

Strategic Planning.   The Strategic Planning Taskforce (Wendy Herbert, Mike Vande-

woude, and Bob Bradsell) will continue to work through the summer in an effort to 

present Consistory with a transition plan by the fall, when Pastor Rich returns for 

his final year with us.   The work will include continued planning for development 

of mission-driven Task Teams to replace our current committee structure; as well as 

coordinating assistance from the RCA as we begin the process of searching for a 

new pastor. 

Seeking Efficiencies Through Shared Services.   Deacon Mike Vande Woude has 

launched a concerted effort to reach out to other area churches in an effort to reduce 

some intractable infrastructure costs.   Heôs already saved us critical dollars by coor-

dinating our phone and internet services.   The idea, here, is to share some costs ï 

maintenance, lawn care, cleaning, to name a few ï with other churches.   Itôll be in-

teresting to see how this plan unfolds, and how much we can team with other 

churches to make it work. 

Our next regular meeting is Wednesday night, July 21st.   Let us know how weôre do-

ingéand if you have questions, ask.  Corner one of us over coffee ï or call ï or put a 

note in the collection box.  Weôll do our best to respond.  Enjoy your summer! 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Karen Hill, Director 

 

Summer Camp is scheduled for July 6 th  ð August 13 th  from 9:00am -1:00pm, for 

children ages 3 -6.  Join us for one or all of the following:  

 

 Hooray for the USA:  Come celebrate America!  
The Great Summer Luau:  Get out your grass skirt and do the hula!  
Jamminõ in the Jungle:  Come on a safari and meet some wild animals!  
Exploring Nature:  Letõs spend a week with nature and see what cool things we can 

find!  

Wild, Wild, West:  Join us at the BVS Corral as we turn into cowboys and cowgirls!  

Ocean Adventures:  Discover the many treasures of the ocean!  
 

Call the school office at 609 -466 -6600 if youõre interested in summer camp or 

enrollment for the 2010 -2011 school year. 

 

 

 

 

Blawenburg Village School  
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609 -466 -6600  

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

 

BVS Fund Raiser 

 

This year the Blossoms Class (4 years old) had a lemonade stand on 

the playground to help raise money for Alexôs Lemonade Stand.  

They were able to raise $100 to help fight childhood cancer.  For 

more information, visit their website at www.alexslemonade.org. 

 



Outreach Lunch Menus 

July 2010 

By Nancy Curtis 

 

Every Tuesday, from 11:30 to 1:00, we serve lunch in Cook Hall.  Lunch is served 

buffet style and a free-will donation is accepted (anonymously).  This lunch has 

become a great outreach to the community.  We average 25 people but occasion-

ally have 40.  I can always use extra help either during the morning hours setting 

up the dining room or later for kitchen clean-up. (Perk of helpingðleftovers!) 
 

 

July 6 ï Independence Day Cook Out 

Clam Chowder, Hamburgers & Hot Dogs 

Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Blueberry Bread Pudding  

 

July 13 

Hamburger Vegetable Soup, Turkey Pot Pie, 

Grilled Cheese, Dessert 

 

July 20 

Chicken Sausage Gumbo, Lemon Chicken with Rice, 

Tuna Fish, Dessert 

 

July 27 

Mushroom Soup, Grilled Pork Tenderloin, 

Chef Salad, Dessert 

Farewell to Chi -Yi Chen 

 
June 27th was Chi -Yiõs last Sunday with us.  She originally came to us with the Tels as 

support for the choir.  Then she became our music director and leader of the BVS 

Christmas Concert.  We will miss Chi -Yi and her contributions to Blawenburg.  She will 

be getting married on July 24th at Miller Chapel at Princeton Theological Seminary and 

then joining her husband, Jeff Wolbrink, in Virginia (eventually).  Pictures from her 

farewell brunch are later in the Beacon.  

 

The church ladies combined talents and sewed Chi -Yi an Amish Star quilt in red and 

white to symbolize her Taiwanese and American wedding.  Thanks to Joe Pavlicek for 

donating the batting for the quilt.  



 
 

By Nancy Titus 

The Evangelical Theological Seminary community is reeling from the shocking blow of the death of a 

resident New Testament professor just days before graduation. 

Prof. Davor Peterlin, who also headed the Research and Publishing Department, died June 14 of an 

apparent heart attack. 

His death stunned all of us. When the news came, many people thought it referred to his father rather 

than our 51-year-old professor. Davor had no history of heart problems. He had simply called his wife at work 

to say that he wasn't feeling well and was having trouble breathing. She thought it was related to the heat as it 

had been extremely hot and humid, so she urged him to stay home and rest and drink some water. She checked 

back with him a little later, and his speech was slurred. She immediately called for an ambulance, which came 

promptly, but he was dead before the ambulance reached the hospital. 

In addition to the personal loss of Davor as a friend and colleague, the seminary community keenly 

feels the empty place he leaves. As a native Croat, he was an important part of the seminaryôs plans for build-

ing stability for the future. His efforts in getting Croatian government money for the seminary was one of the 

high points of the year-end report to faculty at a meeting just a week before he died. Those efforts were signifi-

cant in helping move the seminary into the black from a deficit financial position the year before. 

At that faculty meeting, it was also announced that he would head the doctoral department, following 

the recent departure of an American missionary. This was in addition to other projects he was to lead in the 

coming year.  

 One of the issues the seminary has always faced is its dependence on both money and personnel from 

overseas. The recent global financial crisis has put new life into efforts to diversify the funding of the institu-

tion. Its shaky financial position has made it difficult to provide salaries for the indigenous academics needed 

for the long term. Davor was an answer to prayer for both of those problems. 

 His death is a stark reminder of how fragile life is and how limited our view of Godôs plan is. Davor, 

who had just gotten married one week before, was making lots of plans, both personally and for the seminary. 

We were all excited for him and for the future ministry of the seminary. 

We are thankful that nothing takes God by surprise, but we stagger under the weight of such loss and 

naturally we question what God is doing. I watch the members of our community around me and listen as they 

voice their pain and frustration. This is understandable in any context, but it is multiplied here where so much 

history weighs upon the hearts of people who have had to endure the dehumanizing effects of communism and 

the inhumane realities of ethnic war. A fatalistic outlook on life has taken hold of many that I know here ï 

even in the church. People donôt really believe they can make a difference. 

The truth is maybe they canôt. Thatôs something that is hard going down for a basically optimistic 

American like me. Being in this context and being confronted with the blows our partners have faced this year, 

including a legal decision that reversed the status of a Reformed church property, has taught me something 

about what it feels like to be powerless. 

However, the greater truth is that where humans are powerless, our God is powerful. Nothing can stop 

His plans, and we know that His plans include the coming of His kingdom and His will right here in Croatia as 

in the rest of His created order. 

And so at this moment of grief, when deep discouragement is a very real enemy, I pray, and ask you to 

join me, that God will build up this seminary for the glory of His name here in Croatia and across this region. 

 

 

Croatia Update - Seminary reels after professorôs sudden death 

Eric and Nancy Titus are RCA missionaries in Osijek, Croatia, where they work at the Evangelical Theological Semi-

nary and with the Reformed Christian Church in Croatia. They have three children: Samuel, 15, Valerie, 12, and Penny, 



Enjoying fellowship 

as brunch is digested 

Bernice Van Nostrand 

& Chi-Yi Chen 

Chi-Yi opening gifts 


