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Validation 
 

 Last night Susie and I watched the last broadcast of the Oprah Winfrey Show, which we recorded 

several weeks ago. This was the only complete Oprah I ever watched, not because I don't like Oprah, 

because I do. It's just that I'm not much of a fan of afternoon TV. If the program doesn't involve throw-

ing, hitting, kicking or shooting a ball of some kind, I practically never tune in before the evening news. 

 But this being an historic moment, we felt like we had to capture it while it happened, and Oprah 

didn't let us down. She showed why she is so enormously popular. She is a sincere, enthusiastic, encour-

aging, positive-thinking - powerful woman, in the very best way. Several times I had to wipe my eyes as 

I heard this international celebrity praise the name of Jesus and repeat the phrase, "To God be the glory." 

You just don't hear such unabashed expressions of faith on network TV these days. When someone of 

Oprah's stature gives a public testimony, I feel validated as a Christian and as a minister. 

 And that, according to the favorite host on television, was the single most important discovery 

she and her crew made over their twenty-five years in broadcasting. "Everybody needs validation," 

Oprah said. We need to be reminded that we are worthy - worthy of happiness, worthy of inner peace, 

worthy of success, worthy of love - which are offered to all, but embraced most perfectly in faith. 

 Looking back over my ten years as the minister of the Blawenburg Reformed Church, I try to re-

member the things that most validated me in this position. I remember warmly those people who shook 

my hand after worship and thanked me for the sermon - some of whom even took notes! I remember and 

thank those who kept coming to Bible studies over the years when so many dropped away. I remember 

communicant membership classes, generally well attended, and the dozens of young people we brought 

into the church. I remember my friends who kept me plugging when my spirit waned - and you know 

who you are. 

 Finally, I remember the little kids, the unprovoked and unexpected hugs I received over the years 

from BVS students specifically. Those hugs validated me as a trustworthy and sincere person. Kids can 

detect insincerity perhaps better than adults can, and the embrace and salutation of children reminded me 

of what I already knew. Whatever my faults might be, or my shortcomings in the Christian ministry, I 

believe what I say and I say what I believe. 

 Just like Oprah, when she walked off her sound stage for the last time, I said everything I came to 

say - about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

 And now, with the job done, it's time to go. 

 "The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and bring you peace." Amen. 

 

 

         Peace, Pastor Rich 
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 Properties Update 
by Ethel Terhune 

 
Changes & Relocations:   

Our BVS pre-school is moving out of Cook Hall, and back into the Old School House.  The office for 

our Director, Karen Hill, will be upstairs.  Salta, who has been using classroom space with us for the past 

couple of years, has moved into the northeast classrooms of Cook Hall, near Nancyôs office. For the 

summer, church nursery will meet down stairs in the west end of Fellowship Hall. By  September all 

Sunday School classes will be in Cook Hall, and perhaps the Lounge will be back upstairs on the West 

end of the building;  finished and set up--an understatement.   It has been and continues to be lots of 

work taking down, packing up, moving the furniture & stuff between the two buildings.  Then there will 

be more clean up.  Thanks to:  Karen, Bruce & Larry; Barb and Joe; Lisa H.; Don; Gracie; and Andy 

Seitz (who cleaned out a drain). 

 

Work being done over the summer:                                                                                               
The exterior wood on the Old School House and the basement windows of Cook Hall will be painted. 

Trees to be cut down:  in the school play yard four spruce and a maple tree are being removed.   Drain-

age work is scheduled for alleviating the flooding in the school house basement and play yard.     All the 

classrooms & halls are being painted in the Old School House; then those floors will be stripped and 

waxed--preserved,  clean and fresh and ready for our teaches and Pre-School students in the fall.                   

 Costs:  Painting $2,400.00;  Trees $2,500.00;   Paint  $600.00;    Floors  $800.00; Drainage $??                        

               

We have had a couple of members willing to contribute to the cost of some of these projects. Are there 

any others of you out there who can do the same--able to pay for one or part of these expenses? 

 

 

Looking for volunteers:   WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS SUMMER??  
Youôve seen the Propertiesô list of our extra expenses.  That is only part of what needs to be done.        

Here are just some of the chores that need doing. Makes one tired just to list them!  

Stuff needs to be moved:    

Sunday School & Pre-school boxes, toys, chairs, tables, costumes, etc. -- some between the two 

buildings.                                                                                          

Play yard toys & equipment need to be washed & scrubbed.  

Storage shed painted white.   

Bushes trimmed, flower beds weeded. 

Empty rooms cleaned, walls washed.  Carpets cleaned.   

Swim and hang out by the pool! 

We are not looking for you to do it all, just an hour or two.  Could a family or some of our new/young 

members get together and take on one chore?  We could work transportation if rides are needed.        

Call Ethel (908-359-6027) if you can help.   We have been blessed with this beautiful church and prop-

erty. Let us be good & responsible stewards.  What are you doing this summer? 

 

(Editorôs note:  Many thank youôs to Ethel for her love of painting.  Be sure to take a tour through the 

school house at the end of the summer to see its fresh coat of paint.  Or stop by to lend a hand to the 

process.) 
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(A few good people have responded, but Joe could use 

more men, women, or young people to make up a body 

of Ushers.  Please read on.  Thanks.)  

 
Greetings to you from  

your new Head Usher 
  As some of you know, I have been 

ñvolunteeredò and blessed with the NEW title of Head 

Usher.  Trust me, it is hard to be a head without a body.  

So, this is the reason that I am writing this letter to you 

all, with a plea for helpðto be a body of Ushers. 

 As you know, our Church is going through 

some changes, experiencing new things and we do ap-

preciate your input and ideas of how we can change 

and be more friendly to our community and newcomers 

who visit our church. Perhaps they are in quest to find a 

new church, where they would feel comfortable, loved, 

accepted and appreciated--a church that they would call 

their new home and us their new church family. 

 In order to achieve that welcoming atmosphere, 

we all have to participate, work at it, and sacrifice a 

few hours of voluntary labor. I know that if we put our 

efforts together, we can do great things for our church. 

I do have a good feeling about new changes. It is like I 

feel new energy in our congregation, new and happy 

presence of the Holy Spirit that will look over us and 

guide us in our new endeavors. AMEN to that. 

 With that being said, here is my contribution to 

new things.  Due to that I am a new head usher, I am in 

need of a few good people (man, woman or child) to 

help me on Sundays with ushering people to their pews 

and to answer any questions that they may have.  I 

would like to start with four (4) people who would 

commit themselves to this task for six (6) months. 

Through these six months you would alternate, two of 

you each Sunday.  This new position of Usher is sepa-

rate from being a Greeter. Further explanation will be 

available at a time of our first meeting. 

 All volunteers who are interested, please con-

tact me during social hour in Cook Hall, or through E-

mail or phone. Please, respond ASAP. 

Joseph Pavlicek  

Jpavl1999@aol.com 609-683-3735 

Worship Team 
We gather as a community to  

celebrate Godôs presence among us! 

 
July 3rd through 24th ï Organist:  Andrew Long from 

Princeton Seminary 

July 31st ï 5th Sunday format with free preach  

August 7th ï Organist:  Chi-Yi Chen ï She will play 

for Richôs last Sunday preaching with us.  We will be 

hosting the Rocky Hill, Griggstown and Harlingen 

churches! 

August 14th ï 28th ï We will be worshipping at our 

sister churches. 

 14th - Griggstown Reformed Church 

 21st - Harlingen Reformed Church 

 28th - Rocky Hill Reformed Church 

 

Pastor Rich has graciously óloanedô us his pulpit for 

the first three Sundays in July so that we could invite 

a few of the guest preachers who might be able to fill 

the role of óstated supplyô during our transition time 

beginning in September. Summer time can be a very 

óleanô time in our pews with many of you starting va-

cations and different summer activities.  However, we 

hope you will make every effort to join us on these 

July Sunday mornings in support of these visiting 

preachers and in order to share your reactions with the 

current and just-past Consistory members, a.k.a. our 

Transition Team 

We also hope you will make every effort to join us in 

support of Pastor Rich on his last Sundays in our pul-

pit: July 24, 31 and August 7!  In addition to August 

7th being his last Sunday, it will also be the Sunday 

when we join with our sister churches of Rocky Hill, 

Harlingen and Griggstown for a combined service.  

There will be a fellowship time with special refresh-

ments following this service.  This has been a wonder-

ful time for feeling that bond and support of and by 

our neighbor RCA churches for the past several years.  

All who have participated have really enjoyed being a 

part of that wider community.   

BRC Mission Statement 
 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of Godôs people united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  

We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of 

salvation in Jesus Christ. 

mailto:Jpavl1999@aol.com
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Hospitality  

ñ...care for those in our congregation and the 

greater church communityéò 

 
(This repeat article is to remind you to contact Joe or to  

sign up on the sheet in Cook Hall.  Thank you.) 

 

First Saturday Groups? 
by Joe Pavlicek 

 

 Talking to a few people in our congregation 

about the idea of restarting our First Friday (social) 

groups turned out to be fruitful. They all felt that it 

would be a good idea to reignite this event to get to 

know each other a little better and to have a relaxed 

time together. 

 Instead of meeting on Friday, it was sug-

gested that we meet on Saturday.  This eliminates 

rushing home from work and rushing out again.  

The purpose of gathering is simply to relax to-

gether, socialize, see where the conversation leads, 

and to break bread together. About meals, they 

should be VERY SIMPLE, something like pizza or 

hoagies and a simple dessert like fruit, cookies or 

ice cream with coffee and tea. 

 So, please, anyone who is interested in join-

ing the group, let me know. My idea of the date to 

begin is the first Saturday of September @ 6:30 

PM. Everyone can give me his or her idea of the 

best time for our gatherings, and then letôs see what 

will work the best. 

 And remember, the family that eats together 

and prays together stays together!  

 You can reach me at:  609-683-3735 or 

jpavl1999@aol.com. 

 
 

Life-Long Learning Team 
ñWe commit our gifts toé life-long learningéò 

 

"Summer Sunday School and Nursery are taking 

place during church, after Minute for Kids, in Cook 

Hall basement. The Nursery care is available from 

10 minutes before church onward.  Caitlyn Curtis 

has organized fun bible-related activities and crafts 

for our children."  

 
Womenôs Book Group 

 

The Mary and Martha group is taking the summer 

to read and consider their next book.  Some sugges-

tions are to choose another book by Bill Hybels, to 

consider a different psalm each month, or to read 

another book on prayer.   The decision will be 

made in September when we finish the discussion 

of the last two essays of Barbara Kingsolver's 

Small Wonder.  All ladies of the church are wel-

come to join us on Saturday, September 10th, at 

7:30 a.m. 

 

NB:  We bid Susie a fond farewell.  She will be 

missed along with her wonderful egg dishes.  We 

hope she will find another book group with which 

to share her thoughts and her culinary treats.  ï Our 

best, M&Ms   

 

 Menôs Breakfast Club 
 

The Menôs Breakfast Club meets every Thursday at 

7:30 AM.  Watch for announcements or contact Joe 

Pavlicek for specific locations.  He can be reached 

at 609-683-3735 or at jpavl1999@aol.com. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

Confirmation Class of 2011 

mailto:jpavl1999@aol.com
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Taking the Plunge 
     òWhatõs a Teen Retreat?ó    

That was the question on the minds of six girls from BRC and Rocky Hill 
Reformed Church as they set out on their first overnight Teen Retreat with 
Rev. Linda Pepe. 
ñWhen can we come back?ò was the question the next day! 
The girls (Emma and Renee from BRC) arrived Friday afternoon to find 

their home base a beautiful old Farmhouse set among creeks and lovely 

woodlands in Frenchtown, NJ. The Farmhouse sleeps 16 so the girls had 

no problems quickly finding two big bedrooms to share. 

A journey into a scripture reading followed supper Friday evening.  Pas-
tor Linda said the girls came up with ñvery cool life messagesò.  
On Saturday morning, the girls spent 30 minutes in a Morning Watch re-
flecting on questions given by Pastor Linda.  Next they participated in a 
ñmini preachò at the stone chapel behind the House and then ventured 
down to the creek for a group exercise on ñletting goò of things that worry 
them.   At lunchtime, it was all hands on deck to clean and then pack for 
home.  One last ñgoodbyeò to the house and a lively, laughing ride home, 
six friendships stronger!  Favorite memory? ñLetting worries go down the 
streamò and ñbonding with my friendsò. 
The Plunge is the youth collaboration between BRC and Rocky Hill Re-
formed churches and welcomes youth from both churches.  The goals 
are stronger friendships, stronger faith, and happier hearts!   
For anyone interested in learning more about the Plunge, please feel free 
to reach out to myself, Linda Pepe or any of the regular and occasional 
attendees from our churchðEmma, Renee, Morgan, Olivia, and 
Ian.  Weôd love to see and hear from you! 
And, yes, Pastor Linda says sheôll run another retreat! 
Catherine Murphy 
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       End of the Year Activities  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

BVS Graduates  

 
 

  

 

Buds Planting Their Garden  

 

 

 

 

 

BVS Teacher Thank You Lunch      

 

 

BVS is on Facebook so please take a minute to òLikeó our page!  

Blawenburg Village School  
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609 -466 -6600  

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

Karen Hill, Director  
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 Missions Team 
We commit our gifts to. . .serving those in need. 

 

Church World Service 

School Kits 

 
A note to think ahead about with your upcom-

ing summer plans:  we will be collecting again 

for the Church World Service Kits and putting 

them together early in the fall.  When you see 

summer sales and back-to-school sales, please 

think about the very important items needed 

for these kits.  Reminder cards with the items 

needed will be available soon in church and 

Cook Hall.  And if you have time in the sum-

mer for craft projects, there is a  pattern on the 

site below for the canvas bag.   
 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/

PageServer?pagename=kits_school 

 

 

To assemble a School Kit you will need: 
One pair of blunt metal scissors (rounded tip) 

Three 70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks 

totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler 

paper) 

One 30-centimeter ruler (12") 

One hand-held pencil sharpener 

One large eraser 

Six new pencils with erasers 

One box of 24 crayons (only 24) 

One 12" x 14" to 14" x 17" finished size cotton 

or lightweight canvas bag with cloth handles. 

(Please, no reusable shopping bags or back-

packs.) 

Pack all items inside the cloth bag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crawford House 

 

 The Crawford Girls thanked the gardeners 

and computer teachers with a dinner, box of 

chocolates and hand-written thank you note.  You 

can see the note on the Mission Board in Cook 

Hall.  The chocolates are gone.  And the dinner 

was enjoyed thoroughly! 

 The vegetable and flower gardens were 

planted on May 7th (see the June Beacon for more 

pictures and article). 

 

One month progress check by Ethel 
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 Croatia Update - Cherries, exams, defenses, graduation fill June 
By Nancy Titus 

 

June brought us a bumper crop of activity, with cherry picking, picnics, semester exams, student 

defenses, and a significant anniversary. 

The weather has been unusually nice this, our fifth June in Osijek, with warm, dry days inter-

spersed with cool days and even several loud, pelting thunderstorms. This combination has contributed 

to the extra long picking season for our backyard cherry tree.  

Our days have been filled with the usual flurry of activity the end of the semester brings, from 

exams to defenses, and we also have had fun picnicking with both the seminary and local church com-

munities. 

But always in June, we feel especially blessed to have our cherry tree. All year round, it provides 

a fun place for our youngest daughter to climb or enjoy the swing attached to its branches. In summer, it 

gives shade. In the spring, its beautiful blooms burst forth with a glorious reminder of Godôs faithful-

ness, usually timed just right, around Easter. 

Then June comes along and its tender, sweet variety of Rainier cherries ripen to a delicious red-

yellow color. This year they have been especially good and plentiful. 

This movement from bloom to fruit runs as the undercurrent to our days. They are always a re-

minder that the end of the semester is coming. Last year, Eric marked his dissertation progress by the 

maturation of the cherries, feeling the building pressure as they swelled, knowing his work had to be fin-

ished the first week in June.  

One of the problems for us has always been that the fruit ripens during our busiest time, as we try 

to finish out the semester prior to graduation. Our landlord comes with family and friends and begins 

picking and urges us to do the same, but usually we cannot for at least a week after he starts and even 

then only intermittently. One year, I remember looking forward to the time when I could begin picking, 

and comforted my busy self with the promise that the afternoon after graduation I would start, only to 

find that a rainstorm the day before quickly sent our cherries from peak of ripeness to sodden rottenness 

overnight. That year, most of my baking crop was from gleaning the good side of half-bad cherries. 

This year, however, in addition to ideal weather conditions, a major factor extended our cherry 

harvest. The seminary schedule was changed so that graduation was set for the last Sunday in June about 

two weeks later than it has been in the past. This stretched some of the last-minute June activity across a 

longer time frame, making it more possible to spend little bits of time in the early morning or evening up 

in the tree. 

I have frozen liters of cherries, all ready for future desserts. At this time of year, just about every-

thing I cook centers around cherries so we have had cherry-vanilla-nut bread, cherry muffins, cherry 

limeades, cherry brownies, cherry-glazed ham, cherry ice cream, and of course, the main event, cherry 

crisp. 

The cherry crisp is my usual dessert because it is easy to prepare and because my family likes it. 

It also crowns Samuelôs list of our familyôs Croatian language bloopers. 

Last year, I was trying to describe to a Croatian lady that I wanted her help me finish the crisp for 

a group of students who were on their way over. I had already mixed up the topping, and she was to pit 

the cherries. She doesnôt speak English, so my directions were all in Croatian. After telling her about 

how much sugar to add, I wanted to tell her to add the other ingredients, meaning the topping I had al-

ready mixed. Unfortunately, I couldnôt think of the Croatian word for other, and I substituted with the 

Spanish word, otro. Quickly I heard Samuel laughing out loud in the hallway, as he heard me say to add 

the otrov, which in Croatian means poison. Needless to say, my students loved this poison! 
Eric and Nancy Titus are RCA missionaries in Osijek, Croatia, where they work at the Evangelical Theological Seminary and with the Re-

formed Christian Church in Croatia. They have three children: Samuel, 16, Valerie, 13, and Penny, 11. 
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 Outreach Lunch Menus 
July, 2011 

by Nancy Curtis 
 

Every Tuesday, from 11:30 to 1:00, we serve lunch in Cook Hall.  Lunch is served buffet style and a 

free-will donation is accepted (anonymously).  This lunch has become a great outreach to the commu-

nity.  We average 25 people but occasionally have 40.  I can always use extra help either during the 

morning hours setting up the dining room or later for kitchen clean-up.  

(Perk of helpingðleftovers!) 
 

Lunches will always have salad, bread, dessert and beverages 
 

July 5 

Ground Beef Stroganoff, Succotash, French Onion Soup, Croissants 

 

July 12 

Chicken Pot Pie, Broccoli Cheddar Soup, Apple Walnut Spinach Salad 

 

July 19 

Sandwiches, Mushroom Soup, Potato Salad 

 

July 26 

Salisbury Steaks, Mashed Potatoes, Shrimp Gumbo 

.Outreach 

Graduates 

 
Amber Terhune Matyi graduated last week from the Conemaugh School of Nursing 113th Commence-

ment Class of 2011. In addition to Academic Honors and Clinical Achievement, Amber received the 

Spirit of the Pink Cross Award given by the Conemaugh School of Nursing Alumni Association. This 

Award is presented to the student who throughout the two year course of sturdy consistently modeled 

personal and professional behaviors that exemplify the quality professional nurse.  Following the 

Johnstown Flood of 1889, the Red Cross Society & the PA Flood Commission gave relief money to 

fund the construction of a permanent hospital. The Conemaugh Valley Memorial Hospital opened in 

February, 1892; the School of Nursing opened four years later. The first four students who graduated in 

1898 were given the honor of designing a School of Nursing pin. To honor the many contributions of 

the Red Cross, the pin took the form of a pink cross. This year the school is celebrating 115 years of 

continuous academic excellence. 

Amber is the daughter of Don & Ethel and has two daughters, Arden & Rachel.  

 

Congratulations to our High School Graduates: 

Mac Harris - Penn State, State College, PA 

Taylore Fritzinger - Alvernia University, Reading, PA 

Will Herbert - Northeastern, Boston, MA 
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Ordination and Installation of 

Elder Peggy Querec and Dea-

cons Nancy DôAlessandro and 

Catherine Murphy - June 19, 

2011 

Jeremiah Van Doren won a 

funnel cake for slamming 

the ball over the wall - see 

the white shirt in the out-

field 

 

Urbanski boys and friend enjoy the 

company of the mascots 

Take me out to the ball game - sure if 

we can hang in the Freeholders box! 

 

Gracie, Jotham, Pastor Rich and Rishi 

enjoy the evening at the Somerset Patri-

ots game. 


