
  

  

The Blawenburg Beacon 
June, 2011 

 A newsletter for the members and friends 

of The Blawenburg Reformed Church  

JOIN THE CHURCH HEALTH TEAM AFTER CHURCH ON JUNE 5
TH

 FOR A PARTY!  

                          o   Abundant fellowship will be provided. 

                          o   Weôll get a look at our NCD survey results. 

                          o   Weôll hold an election for our new Consistory members. 

                          o   Weôll get a glimpse into our churchôs future. 

[The letter below is a reprint from Pastor Richôs first letter from September 2001.   

And he says his prediction at  the end of the letter came true , ñWeôre going to be here for a long while.ò] 

 

ñI love to tell the story é the old, old story of Jesus and his love.ò 
  

 Upon our arrival at the Blawenburg Reformed Church and parsonage, we both felt great joy and 

great fatigue - joy because God had called us to serve in a church with a proud history, enormous poten-

tial and genuinely welcoming people, and fatigue because our preparatory work was not yet done.  We 

still had to unpack. 

 It is this final task that brings me to my point, at last. 

 The church has spared no expense in making the parsonage as attractive and accommodating as 

possible.  The interior has thus far been graced by a truly exquisite and professional paint job and lovely 

wall-to-wall carpeting.  And weôre told that the kitchen and bathrooms are scheduled for a complete 

overhaul. 

 We have only one problem with all of this.  Our old stuff does not look particularly good amidst 

this beautiful new décor.  In this minor dilemma I saw a metaphor for our new relationship.  The 

Blawenburg Reformed church has made abundant improvements to meet the needs of the new pastor and 

his wife. The new pastor will also need to make some changes in order to meet the expectations of the 

Blawenburg Reformed Church.  (Perhaps this is a strained metaphor, but most of mine are, anyway.)  

We all have our own way of doing things, ways with which we are comfortable, and a large part of the 

challenge in a new pastoral relationship will lie in our willingness to adjust to the ways of the other. 

 The wonderful fact is we have a lot of time to do the adjusting.  Susie and I do not intend to go 

through another 7-week stretch like this for many years, so get used to us.  Weôre going to be here for a 

long while. 

 My approach to ministry may be new and unfamiliar to many in our congregation, but one thing 

remains the same, what has motivated every person who has ever taken the pulpit in this church (Jenny, 

Mark, Ken, Craig, David, Roger, et al.) and that is to bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ as it has 

been revealed to us by God.  We all have our way of doing it.  We all have our strengths and weak-

nesses, but at the heart of almost everyone who takes on the mantle of clergy lies the burning desire to 

ñtell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.ò  This same desire burns in the hearts of the laity, as well. 

 As long as we remember our common purpose, our differences are only details. 

 Thank you for extending me the honor of serving here and God bless you all.ò 
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 This space has been dedicated to members 

of Consistory in recent months.   In this issue, we 

depart from that pattern to introduce an important 

member of the BRC family you may not know 

well, or see often.   NANCY  CURTIS is our churchôs 

ñAdministratorò.   Some of us still refer to her as 

ñthe church secretary,ò but thatôs truly a disservice.   

Some years ago, we changed the job description, 

and the title, because Nancy was clearly more than 

a secretaryéand the job had morphed into some-

thing much bigger. 

 You may know her parents better than you 

know Nancyéor maybe her sisters.   Mait and Ber-

nice VanNostrand are familiar fixtures in our 

church life, and have 

been for years.    In 

many of these introduc-

tory stories, Bernice 

shows up as a first-

impression welcomer to 

the Blawenburg Church 

ï or as a teacher whose 

example lasted a life-

time.   Can you think of 

a pot luck lunch or a 

Sunday School event 

without Bernice?   Or a 

church service, Menôs 

Breakfast or picnic with-

out Mait helping to 

make it happen?   They also 

raised three daughters.   

Ginny (Sweeton) is probably known to some of 

you because of her occasional appearances as a fill-

in organist.   Barbara (VanLiew) is a familiar pres-

ence ï an Elder and church leader in her own right.    

Between them came Nancyé 

 Sheôs a truly local girlégrew up in the 

house on Sunset Road where Mait and Bernice still 

live.   Nancy went through the Montgomery school 

systeméhad her mother as a social studies teacher 

in 5th and 6th grades.   Perhaps the most interesting 

element in all her childhood memories is that they 

tend to revolve around the Blawenburg Church! 

 ñI played on the church softball team,ò 

Nancy recalls.   ñWe played other RCA church 

teams in the area.ò   There was Sunday School, and 

the Sunday night Youth Groupéñwe did theatrical 

performances in the sanctuary.ò   There was the 

Province Line Swim Club, where lots of BRC 

members and friends went in the summer.    And 

there was the Wednesday night youth fellowship ï 

founded by Pastor Roger Rozeboom and Dave 

Cochran, unrelated to the confirmation-based Sun-

day night group.   Born in the wake of a tragic car 

chase that killed two under-aged boys, it was an 

example of an outreach program that exceeded ex-

pectations.   It grew to a point where 75 or more 

teenagers would gather ï most of them not BRCôrs 

ï just for the fellowship.   

Those Wednesday 

nights made an impres-

sion on Nancy.   Those 

among us who think we 

should do more out-

reach should talk to her 

about it. 

 After high 

school, Nancy went off 

to Trenton State for a 

year, then to culinary 

school for one trimester, 

and then Somerset 

County Community Col-

lege for an Associates 

Degree.   It was an interesting 

choice of study, given her future interests, but, as 

she puts it, ñI wasnôt a motivated studentéI wanted 

to drop out.ò   Dad Mait would have none of that, 

unless she had a job.   So he arranged for one.   

Nancyôs next stop?   She found herself in the uni-

form of a security guard at Johnson & Johnsoné

where she met David Curtis. 

 Nancy and David were married by Pastor 

David Blauw on Thanksgiving weekend, 1982.   

Their first home was in South Plainfield, where 

David had a house.   In 1988, Caitlyn was born.   It 

wasnôt long before the need for quality schools be-

came a priority, and a visit with Mait and Bernice 

led to them building a house on the last acre of 

MEET YOUR STAFF                                                                                           
BY BOB BRADSELL 

Upon entering, see Nancy hard at work! 
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 what had been Nancyôs grandmother and grandfather Crawfordôs farm.   Son Kyle came along in 1995. 

 The Curtises gravitated to Montgomery Methodist Church on Sunset, near their new home, 

mostly for the Sunday School.   At that point, BRCôs Sunday School was not what it had been in 

Nancyôs youth.   But in 1998, our church hired her as a Bookkeeper / Treasurer.   Two years later, she 

signed on as Church Secretary, and sheôs been more or less managing the 

business of the church ever since. 

 If you reach out to our church for information on the cemeteryé

or you need to find a new address for a church memberéor want to post 

an article on the websiteéor need to meet with Pastor Richéwant to 

schedule a rummage saleéwould like to rent space in Memorial Hallé

need something inserted in the church bulletin on Sundayéor donôt like 

the way snow is being removed from the parking lot, chances are youôve 

talked with Nancy.   Sheôs the ultimate multi-tasker. 

 And sheôs more than that.   Along the way, Nancy has been 

trained in Stephenôs Ministry, a counseling program designed to help 

Christians.   And in a remarkable outreach program of her own design, 

Nancy runs the Tuesday Outreach Lunch that has gained enormous sup-

port in town, perhaps reminiscent of that Wednesday night youth fellow-

ship program that left such a lasting impression.   Some months ago, 

Nancy took to the pulpit at BRC and in a memorable conversation with 

God (played by dad Mait in the balcony), delivered a sermon worthy of 

an ordained pastor. 

 Next time you talk to Nancy, thank her for all she does. 
See a happier, more relaxed Nancy! 

Outreach Lunch Menus 
June, 2011 

by Nancy Curtis 
 

Every Tuesday, from 11:30 to 1:00, we serve lunch in Cook Hall.  Lunch is served buffet style and a 

free-will donation is accepted (anonymously).  This lunch has become a great outreach to the commu-

nity.  We average 25 people but occasionally have 40.  I can always use extra help either during the 

morning hours setting up the dining room or later for kitchen clean-up.  

(Perk of helpingðleftovers!) 
 

Lunches will always have salad, bread, dessert and beverages 
 

June 7 

Chicken Sausage Gumbo, Beef with Mashed Potatoes & Succotash 

 

June 14 

Tomato Soup, Lemon Chicken with Rice 

 

June 21 

Mushroom Soup, Pulled Pork, Cole Slaw 

 

June 28 

Potato Soup, Pasta Salad 
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Hospitality  

ñ...care for those in our congregation and the greater 

church communityéò 

 

First Saturday Groups? 
by Joe Pavlicek 

 

 Talking to a few people in our congregation 

about the idea of restarting our First Friday (social) 

groups turned out to be fruitful. They all felt that it 

would be a good idea to reignite this event to get to 

know each other a little better and to have a relaxed 

time together. 

 Instead of meeting on Friday, it was suggested 

that we meet on Saturday.  This eliminates rushing 

home from work and rushing out again.  The purpose 

of gathering is simply to relax together, socialize, see 

where the conversation leads, and to break bread to-

gether. About meals, they should be VERY SIMPLE, 

something like pizza or hoagies and a simple dessert 

like fruit, cookies or ice cream with coffee and tea. 

 So, please, anyone who is interested in joining 

the group, let me know. My idea of the date to begin is 

the first Saturday of September @ 6:30 PM. Everyone 

can give me his or her idea of the best time for our 

gatherings, and then letôs see what will work the best. 

 And remember, the family that eats together 

and prays together stays together!  

 You can reach me at:  609-683-3735 or 

jpavl1999@aol.com. 

 
 

Life-Long Learning Team 
ñWe commit our gifts toé life-long learningéò 

 

 Sunday School 
by Gracie Johnson 

 

 Many thanks to our teachers, Sue Perkins and 

Bernice Van Nostrand, for sharing their talents with 

our children all year and to the members who helped 

run our Mission Sundays, Susie Van Doren, Barb Van 

Liew and Chris Magliochetti, and Sharon Stevens.  

Thanks also to you parents for entrusting us and shar-

ing your children with us this year.  We so appreciate 

your making the effort to bring them on Sundays, not 

always an easy task, so we can do our part to try to 

ground them in the Word, the Good Newséthe Story 

of Jesus and how he impacts our lives daily! 

 On Sunday, June 5th, at 10 AM the children 

will gather in Cook Hall for Children & Worship with 

Mrs. Van Nostrand to hear the stories of the Ascen-

sion and of Pentecost. 

 On Sunday, June 12th, the children will remain 

in church for Pentecost Sunday to witness as our Mys-

teries and Heroes and our Junior Joggers make their 

Profession of Faith and take their 1st communion.  It 

will be a joyful day and maybe even as chaotic as that 

first Pentecost when the disciples were visited by the 

Holy Spirit! 

Worship Team 
We gather as a community to  

celebrate Godôs presence among us! 

 
June 5th ï Pianist: Jeremiah Van Doren 

June 12th ï Organist:  Chi-Yi  Chen - It is Pentecost 

Sunday and our many Mysteries and Heroes and Jun-

ior Joggers will make their Professions of Faith and 

take their first communion, which we will share with 

them. 

June 19th ï Pianist:  Jeremiah Van Doren - Ordination 

and Installation of our new Consistory members 

June 26th ï Pianist:  Jeremiah Van Doren 

July 3rd through 24th ï Organist:  Andrew Long from 

Princeton Seminary 

July 31st ï 

August 7th ï Organist:  Chi-Yi Chen ï She will play 

for Richôs last Sunday preaching with us.  We will be 

hosting the Rocky Hill, Griggstown and Harlingen 

churches! 

August 14th ï 28th ï We will be worshipping at our 

sister churches. 

BRC Mission Statement 
 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of Godôs people united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  

We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of 

salvation in Jesus Christ. 

mailto:jpavl1999@aol.com
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  Starting on Sunday, June 19th, Caitlyn Cur-

tis will be hosting Nursery and Summer Sunday 

School with crafts and activities in the basement of 

Cook Hall.   This will run through Sunday, August 

7th, after which we will break until Labor Day. 

 

[Editorôs Note:  A special thank you to Gracie for 

stepping in and keeping our Sunday School organ-

ized.] 

 

 

Womenôs Book Group 
 

The Marys and Marthas will meet on Saturday, 

June 11, at 7:30 AM.  All women of the church are 

invited to share breakfast and take part in our dis-

cussion of Small Wonder by Barbara King-

solver.  We will finish the book at this time.  Please 

bring suggestions for our fall reading.  

The M and M group and their friends continue to 

pray for our church and the Health Team.  A 

thought for our prayer time comes from Joni 

Eareckson Tada in her book Ordinary People, Ex-

traordinary Faith.  On page 118 is this interesting 

quote:  "There is no true witness of the gos-

pel unless there is unity.  There is no power in 

our efforts unless there is dependence on God in 

prayer."   

 Menôs Breakfast Club 

 
The Menôs Breakfast Club meets every Thursday at 

7:30 AM.  Watch for announcements or contact Joe 

Pavlicek for specific locations.  He can be reached 

at 609-683-3735 or at jpavl1999@aol.com. 

Women of Faith Conference 
Friday and Saturday September  9 and 10, 2011 

(Sent to us from one of our BVS Moms)  
 

 We were thinking of you ladies today because we  thought you may be interested in going to an 

amazing conference at the  Wells Fargo  Center  ( Philadelphia ) in September.  The conference is called 

"Women of Faith".    If youõve never been to this annual event - itõs an interdenominational, spiritual 

event that includes music, speakers, drama, energy and tons of fun.  It is an event that will be sure to 

inspire you and touch your soul and change your heart forever!   

 Because we LOVE the event so much,  we decided to be group leaders this year and bring as 

many friends as  we can to experience what  we've  been fortunate enough to experience  in the past!!!  

 

Cost per ticket is $89.00 (box lunch included both days)  

Hotel Reservations are $99.00 per room  (up to four people per room)  Philadelphia Marriott 

at the Airport.   This is just minutes away from the Wells Fargo Center.  

DEADLINE for tickets:  June 15th 
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We will miss them all and congratulate them on their many accomplishments!!  

  

 
 

  
 

BVS is on Facebook so please take a minute to òLikeó our page!  

On May 20 th  BVS students were able to òtouch-a-truckó thanks to the Montgomery De-

partment of Public Works.  They graciously brought some equipment for the students to 

explore, as well as materials on recycling.  Our students said òthis was the best day everó 

and òthat was awesomeó.  We are very blessed to have such wonderful people in our com-

munity.  

 

During the month of June we will be visiting Doyleõs Unami Farm in Hillsborough with the 

Sproutsõ and Budsõ classes.  Our Berry Patch/Blossomsõ and Kindergarten Enrichment 

classes will be taking a field trip to the Off -Broadstreet Theatre in Hopewell.  

 

Graduation will take place on Wednesday, June 15th, in the Sanctuary, for our Berry 

Patch/Blossomsõ class.  The following students will be graduating: 

  

 Nicholas Brady  

 Patrick Coffey  

 Steven Daniels  

 Ethan Hill  

 Rosalie Masse 

 Blasé Mele 

 Lucy Ort  

Sophie Orvos  

Julia Paladini  

Catherine Petrozzini  

Kevin Petrillo  

Molly Sissler  

Nate Tewell  

Catherine VonOehsen  

Blawenburg Village School  
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609 -466 -6600  

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

Karen Hill, Director  
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Geniva & Will Martin at the Motherôs Day 

Lunch in the Budsô class 

BVSôrs had a fun  

night at the Patriotsô Game 

The Montgomery Township Touch-

a-Truck came for a visit.  Even 

Church member, Ethel Terhune, got 

in on the fun and inspected the gut-

ters on the roof! 
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 Missions Team 
We commit our gifts to. . .serving those in need. 

A NEW AND ENERGIZED  

MISSIONS TEAM 

 In the planning for Blawenburg Churchôs 

future, few elements have proven to be as difficult 

ï or as rewarding ï as the new volunteer structure 

focused around BRCôs Mission Statement.   Ac-

cording to that statement, we are ñéa family of 
Godôs people united in Christ through the 
Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, 
hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in 
need, and proclaiming the good news of sal-

vation in Jesus Christ,ò.   Old committees that 

had atrophied and ceased to function have been 

replaced by Teams  linked to the five key ele-

ments of what we proclaim ourselves to be. 

 When Bill Herbert, Pastor Rich, Gracie 

Johnson, Susie Van Doren, Sonya Geisel, Vickie 

De La Cruz and Joe Pavlicek met last fall, charged 

with launching a new Missions Team ï the 

ñserving those in needò piece of the Mission 

Statement ï little did they know what a force they 

were about to unleash.   They went in search of a 

mission that was manageableésomething they 

could touch, that the church could get its hands 

around and effect real change.   They considered 

several possible projects, in Trenton, in nearby 

Princeton, and closer to home.   And they landed 

on Crawford House ï a not-for-profit ñhalfway 

houseò for women caught up in issues related to 

substance abuse, and located a mile-and-a-half 

from the church. 

 Team Captain Bill Herbert called Crawford 

House director Linda Leyhane  in an effort to get a 

handle on what the placeôs needs might be, and 

how our little Missions Team might be able to 

help.   Ms. Leyhane was receptive, and not shy 

about laying out the challenge.   Among the 

women residents, there was a wide range in age 

and background, and a particularly troublesome 

range in skill sets.  What would be most helpful, 

Ms. Leyhane said, was to offer basic skills that the 

women of Crawford House werenôt getting any-

where else. 

Crawford House on Sunset Road 

 They had offered a class in basic computer 

skills, but the person teaching that was no longer 

available. 

 Basic cooking skills struck all hands as 

something worthy to consider. 

 And planting and managing a garden 

seemed an appropriate ï not to mention therapeu-

tic ï offering. 

Dave teaching computer skills 
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  Almost immediately, the team reached out 

to Dave Cochran and Bob Bradsell regarding a ba-

sic computer skills class.   Beginning on October 

8th, and almost every Friday afternoon since, Dave 

and Bob have taught basic Microsoft Word and ba-

sic Microsoft Excel to a rotating group of five 

Crawford House women in the facilityôs small 

computer lab.   Mike Vande Woude, Nancy Curtis 

and Jill Beachell OôNeill have filled in when either 

Dave or Bob couldnôt be there. 

 All twenty-two residents of Crawford 

House came to church at Blawenburg on the Sun-

day after the New Year.   They stayed for lunch and 

apparently enjoyed themselves immensely.   Many 

of the women talked about it for weeks and said 

theyôd like to come back. 

 By the end of January, all was ready for a 

first cooking class.   On a wintry Sunday afternoon, 

all hands from Crawford House again descended on 

BRCéthis time in the Cook Hall kitchen.   Under 

the guidance of Nancy DôAlessandro and her team 

of soup aficionados, the women learned to make 

lentil soup, and took a supply home with them. 

 The session included instruction in the use 

of kitchen utensils and how to prepare ingredients.   

The women stayed for a supper that included a 

soup made by the teaching team, and went home 

with handouts that included recipes and how to pre-

pare them. 

 Since then, a second soup training session 

has taken placeé 

 This time, the women broke off into four 

groups and made four different soups.   There was 

a taste test, and the women stayed for a lasagna 

dinner prepared and served by the teaching team 

and others from the church. 

 In April, Evelyn Cochran and Susie Van 

Doren ran a baking session at the Crawford House 

kitchené 

 Bill Herbert brought dinner for everyone, 

and the residents are still talking about that. 

 On May 9th, after much meeting and plan-

ning, the garden construction team went to work.   

They resurrected an old existing vegetable garden 

and turned it into a flower gardené 

 And they started from scratch building a 

new vegetable garden complete with fencing, 

raised beds and a gateé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Missions Team expresses its thanks to 

all those who helped with the garden project, and to 

Belle Mead Farmers Co-op and Rosedale Mills for 

their advice and discounts on supplies.   By the 

time construction was completed, the team was 

working under the glare of car headlights. 

 All supplies and costs of the various Craw-

ford House projects have been covered by the 

church or its volunteers.   At one point, Crawford 

House director Linda Leyhane was prepared to pay 

for garden construction supplies.   When Missions 

Team captain Bill Herbert told her that wasnôt nec-

essary, she breathed a heart-felt sigh of relief.  Ac-

cording to Bill, special thanks go to ñthe 

Jeansò (Jean Beachell and Jean Butcher) and their 

Rummage Sale Team...that effort contributed im-

mensely to the costs of all the various Crawford 

House projects, from ingredients for making soups 

to materials for constructing that garden.   And Jean 

Butcher even contributed a Monday night session 

teaching the women how to juggle!  

 There are plans in the works for added 

training sessionséhow to make smoothies from 

Bill Herbert & Don Terhune discussing 

the flower garden 

A well-needed 

rest, just in time 

for a photo 


