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We'll Sing in the Sunshine

Do you remember that sorgpy Gale Garnett from all the way back in 1964? She sang of a
woman advised by her father not to settle down too soon, but when she meets somebody she likes a
lot to "stay with (him) one year." Here's the chorus:

We'll sing in the sunshine,
We'll laugh everydagpy-ay.
We'll sing in the sunshine
And I'll be on my way.

That's going to be my slogan for my last year here at Blawenburg. Let's "Sing in the Sun-
shine." Or maybe | should say "Sehine."

By the end of August of 2011, | will have served here for ten years, considerably longer than
the average American minister's tenure in a single church, more than double, as a matter of fact.

| think | speak for all when | say it has been a challenging stretch, punctuated by the events at
the very beginning, namely the Septembé't attacks. We've seen surges of new members and just
as many departures, some disgruntled. We've haggled over church policy and worried about the fu-
ture. But we're still here, and where there's life there's hope.

While 1 won't be taking an active role in some aspects of the church's life (how we spend
God's money is no longer an issue to me), | will still remain very active in worship and Christian edu-
cation, our spiritual life, in other words.

And my emphasis in these areas, like Gale Garnett's, will be on singing and laughing, seeking
out, identifying and embracing the gospel's promise of the abundant life.

We've already begun this in our Sunday morning Bible studies, and will continue well into the
fall and perhaps even the winter, our focus being "out with the bad and in with the good." We've
listed those qualities and emotions that bring us down or rob us of basic daily joy and we're learning
scripture's methods for purging them and replacing them with something positive.

Our Tuesday morning "Jog Through the Bible" will continue in September, this being the best
attended Bible study I've led in all my years here. Given its success, I'll probably lead another one
sometime during the fall or winter.

Next spring, the Lord willing, we will recognize at least eleven young people as having ful-
filled all educational requirements for membership in a Christian church (see their picture later in this
issue). We pray this will be the beginning of their spiritual journey, not the end.

We'll probably say goodbye to some of our friends and family next year (God seems to sum-
mon us home on a regular basis), but we'll deal with that when it happens and until then rejoice in the



time we have together.

This summer we'll have a preview of what church life may be like for an extended time after
Susie and | leave (I'll be going on sabbatical in Florida from June through August), but | know | leave
the church in good hands with dedicated lay leaders and local clergy eager to step in and help if
needed.

So let's sing in the sunshine. The summer Florida sun is a little hot for singing, so let's start
singing together in September. Oh, yes, and let's make thah8w) because wherever the light of
Jesus Christ shines we are together and our hope for the future never fades.

Peace, Pastor Rich

Summer Pulpit Supply

June 6 i David Mojica, Princeton Seminary
June 13 - Sam Funkhouser, Princeton Seminary
June 20 - Mait & Nancy (dramatic reading)
June 27 i Sean Jackson, Hopewell Presbyterian
July 4 i David Mojica, Princeton Seminary

July 11A David Moijica, Princeton Seminary

July 181 Rev. Frank Villerius

July 25 i1 Sean Jackson, Hopewell Presbyterian
August 29 -

During the month of August we will be participating in worship with
the other area Reformed Churches. August 15th is our Sunday to host
the rotation. See the schedule below for the places of worship.

August 1 - Griggstown Reformed Church, 10 AM, Communion
August 8 - First Reformed Church at Rocky Hill

August 15th - Blawenburg Reformed Church

August 22 - Harlingen Reformed Church




"Mysteries and Heroes of the Bible"
Breaks for the Summer

One down, one to go. M&H met for the final time this season on Nfay\&'ll resume in
September when we'll learn about the Old Testament and all the fantastic stories found there. We'll
also watch some movies and go on some outings, including a return to the haunted hayride in Bucks
County.

By the time we finish next May, these young people, and perhaps others, will have fulfilled all
educational requirements for membership in a Christian church. If they so choose, and the board of
elders permits it, they may officially join our fellowship on confession of faith and become voting
members.

Let's continue to pray that their eagerness to learn about God continues, not only next year but
throughout their lives.

Pictured: (standing) Patrick, Vincent, Barry, Concetta and lan, (seated) Renee, Emma, Olivia,
Morgan and Ariel, (not pictured) Cassie.



Honoring our Youth

On May 9th we celebrated George Gurzo and TJ Van Liew and their
contributions to Blawenburg Reformed Church. Each young man was
presented with a letter and a scholarship for $500. Below is an ex-
cerpt from the letter.

AOn behalf of the Consistory, the Student Ai
entire congregation here at Blawenburg Reformed Church, we are

pleased to present to you this small scholarship contribution in the form

of a check for $500, in recognition of your outstanding contributions to

your church and to all we stand for. You are a great example of how

people your age can work to serve those you come in contact with, and

a standout role model for the children comin



