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Time to Get Out of the Boat 
 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one of the noteworthy theologians of the 20th century, was a man 

who truly practiced what he preached. In his book The Cost of Discipleship, Bonhoeffer first 

introduced me to a concept that has surfaced repeatedly in my sermons and Bible studies. Citing 

the passage in Matthew 14 where our Lord Jesus walks on water and then bids Peter to join him 

on the stormy sea, Bonhoeffer challenged all believers with this fundamental Christian fact: if 

you want to see a miracle, you have to get out of the boat. 

 Most of us, even the hearty faithful opt to stay in the boat when faced with the choice of 

comfort or risk. We know great returns come only when we take a chance, but we choose to 

stay in the boat for fear of sinking. At least this way we won't lose anything, or we won't lose 

too much. 

 Not so for Bonhoeffer. This giant of the faith chose to leave a cushy job as professor at 

the Union Theological Seminary in New York City and return to his home of Germany where 

the Nazi reign of terror was at its most horrifying. There he joined the Christian underground, 

which distributed pamphlets and urged resistance to the Nazi scourge. Eventually, he and scores 

of others were arrested and executed for treason shortly before the end of the war. In fact, Bon-

hoeffer participated in the failed plot to kill Hitler. 

 Of course, Dietrich Bonhoeffer's risk far exceeded anything we will likely ever face. We 

can only pray that we never have to put our lives on the line for what we believe. However, the 

challenge remains. 

 Our Lord Jesus urges us to search for the "pearl of great price" and when we find it to 

sell everything we own and buy that pearl. In Christian tradition, the pearl symbolizes the Holy 

Spirit, revelation and rebirth into a new life of faith, a life that demands our total devotion if we 

are to hold on to the treasure. The pearl could also mean a masterpiece given to every human 

being that must be sought after, nurtured and brought into the light for the benefit of all. The 

pearl could be an artistic creation, a medical breakthrough, a life-saving invention, a new rec-

ipe, a loved and well-schooled child. It's up to us individually to find out what our pearl is. 

 And when we find it (or are pretty sure, anyway), we have to get out of the boat and go 

for it - take a risk, sell everything we own and start a new journey. 

 Susie and I believe we have been given pearls of great price and have reached a point in 

our lives when we have to make a decision about our future. I'm turning 60 in October. (Susie, 

of course, is much, much younger.) We both believe we're still in the prime of our lives and 

have the energy and resourcefulness to take a risk. Furthermore, we don't want to wait to an age 



when these qualities might leave us and regret not having gotten out of the boat when we had 

the chance. 

 And so it is that I announced at the end of worship on April 25 that I will be retiring 

from the full-time pastoral ministry of the Blawenburg Reformed Church on August 31, 2011. 

 Several factors converge on this date, making it seem ordained. I want to spend one 

more year with our wonderful Mysteries and Heroes group, which was planned from the begin-

ning. Their confirmation date will be Pentecost of 2011. Since I am taking a sabbatical this 

summer from June 1-August 31, protocol calls for my remaining in my present parish for a cal-

endar year after it's completed. Finally, that date brings to fulfillment ten years of service at 

BRC. 

 It's both exciting and a little intimidating getting out of the boat without a visible safety 

net nearby, but we know one is there even if we can't see him - our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

 For our last year together, which begins in September, let our mantra be that catchy '60s 

hit sung by Gale Garnett, "We'll Sing in the Sunshine." Check out the lyrics and you'll see why. 

And while we're at it, let's focus on the abundant life, which is our Lord's will for each of us. 

Let's discover together what that means and then work together to make it a reality. 
 

 

       Peace,  

        Pastor Rich  

 

 

 

A Month of Special Sundays 

 

May 2: Healing Service, Congregational meeting, Consistory elec-

tions 

 

May 9: Mother's Day with special surprises 

 

May 16: Child-friendly worship 

 

May 23: Pentecost with Communion and special music 

 

May 30: Fifth Sunday worship, guitars, Free Preach sermon (get your 

questions ready)  



Lay Recognition Dinner Honors "Legends" 
 

 On Friday evening, April 9, over 450 members of the Particular Synod of the Mid-

Atlantics gathered at The Imperia in Somerset to honor those lay people who made extraordi-

nary contributions to their respective congregations. We were pleased to recognize the brothers 

Skillman, Tom and Harold, and their wives Bea and Jean. When their names were announced a 

huge cheer went up from our tables, which included Sue Weingart, Carol and Joe Harcarik, 

Doris and Boyden Stretch, Sonya Hunt, Elaine Zeltner, Mait and Bernice Van Nostrand, Bryan 

and Kim Galatro, Dot Dorey, Grace Terhune, Chi-Yi Chen, Gracie Johnson and Rich and Susie 

Van Doren. 

 Our own Nancy Curtis served on the dinner planning committee. 

 After the meal, which consisted of a choice between a chicken entrée and egg plant par-

mesan, the hour-long program began, which included interesting reports from various congre-

gations in addition to the celebration of our honorees. 

 The ambience, the fellowship and the sumptuous meal all worked together to make for 

a most enjoyable evening. A bi-annual affair, the next Lay Recognition Dinner will be held in 

2012. 

Financial News 
Dave Cochran, Chair of Administration & Finance 

Budget 

 The Administration and Finance Committee is in the midst of preparing the 2010-11 

budget.  In May, the committee will present it to Consistory.  After Consistory approval, the 

committee will present it to the congregation . 

 We are attempting to lower the amount that we must withdraw from investments to bal-

ance the budget, so we will soon be asking for your support. All members and friends will re-

ceive a letter asking them to pledge what they can to support the budget in the coming weeks.  

 

Preservation Fund 

 In the past couple of months, we have received three donations to the Preservation 

Fund.  The Montgomery Township Landmarks Commission awarded the church 

$7,500.00.  We also received $1,000.00 from the Lawrence Schacht Foundation and $500.00 in 

memory of Dora Verbeyst.   

 We will still come up about $20,000.00 short of the amount due for our sanctuary foun-

dation project, so we welcome other donations to help with our preservation effort. 

 



CONSISTORY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

APRIL 2010 
 

Consistory met on Wednesday, April 21st, after a flurry of reports from committees 

caused us to postpone our planned April 14th meetingé 

Pastor Richôs Retirement Announcement.   Pastor Rich, in an unusual opening report to Con-

sistory, announced his plan to retire from active ministry at the end of August, 2011.   That 

will mark 10 years ï almost to the day ï since his ministry here at Blawenburg began.   

Among the milestones of the Richard Van Doren pastorate:  The turmoil surrounding 

9/11éthose attacks came little more than a week after Pastor Richôs first Sunday in the 

Blawenburg pulpit.   While his announcement caused a round of unanticipated discussion 

about planning for the future, we all wish Pastor Rich and Susie the absolute best as they 

begin to plan their next chapteréand we look forward to a year in which Pastor Rich can 

help us build a plan for whatôs next here at BRC. 

Strategic Planning.   In the wake of two reports ï from the Administration and Finance Com-

mittee, and the Strategic Planning Taskforce ï we began a discussion about very real finan-

cial pressures facing our church, and the need for church growth here at BRC.   Pastor 

Richôs announcement added a sense of urgency to the discussion ï but we resolved to focus 

on the positive, and to launch what Pastor Rich is calling a ñsing in the sunshineò year.   We 

expanded the Strategic Planning Taskforce.   It now includes Elder Wendy Herbert, Deacon 

Mike Vandewoude, two of us whose terms on Consistory are expiring (Bob Bradsell and 

Scott Magliochetti), and Pastor Rich as ex officio.   This working group will launch a series 

of planning meetings, and others may be asked to serve.   At the very least, expect to hear 

from these folks as we begin a year of reflection and planning for what we anticipate will be 

a bright and shining future here at BRC. 

Lecture SerieséProgram 3.   We discussed the first two programs in this series, with speakers 

George Gallup and Natalie Gahrmann, and resolved to continue to look for ways to promote 

what could become a great outreach tool for our church.   Program 3, on Wednesday, May 

5th, will feature renowned Princeton heart surgeon William Haynes on ñIs There a Role for 

Prayer in Todayôs Medical Practice?ò    Come on out and help us fill the sanctuary that 

evening at 7:30. 

Our next regular meeting is Wednesday night, May 12th.   Let us know how weôre doingé

and if you have questions, ask.  Corner one of us over coffee ï or call ï or put a note in the 

collection box.  Weôll do our best to respond. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

News from BVS:  

 BVS has a new website, so please take a minute to explore all the happen-

ings at the school.  You can find us at BlawenburgVillageSchool.com.  

 New for the 2010 -2011 school year is a kindergarten enrichment class.  Kin-

dergarten students will spend the morning at BVS engaged in a variety of educa-

tional activities, have lunch and then take the Montgomery Township school bus to 

Orchard Hill School for an afternoon kindergarten class.  Please help us spread 

the word!  

 Summer Camp is scheduled for July 6 th  ð August 13 th  from 9:00am -1:00pm, 

for children ages 3 -6.  Join us for one or all of the following:  

Hooray for the USA:  Come celebrate America!  
The Great Summer Luau:  Get out your grass skirt and do the hula!  
Jamminõ in the Jungle:  Come on a safari and meet some wild animals!  
Exploring Nature:  Letõs spend a week with nature and see what cool things we can 
find!  

Wild, Wild, West:  Join us at the BVS Corral as we turn into cowboys and cowgirls!  

Ocean Adventures:  Discover the many treasures of the ocean!  
 
Call the school office at 609 -466 -6600 if youõre interested. 

 

Blawenburg Village School  
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609 -466 -6600  

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

A FIRM FOUNDATION FROM RUMMAGE SALE SUCCESS!!!!  
By Jean Beachell 

 MANY, MANY THANKS  to everyone who helped with the rummage sale.  BRC prof-

ited $5,100.00!!!!  We were able to send $500.00 checks to Words of Hope (www.woh.org) 

and the Montgomery Food Bank.  We then wrote a $4,100.00 check to help pay for the founda-

tion support work that is happening under the church.   

 From the volunteers who helped move and set up tables, unpack "the stuff", work the 

sale to those who packed up and cleaned up afterward--THANK YOU!!!!!!   Thank you to Gene 

Keller for loaning and setting up the tents again this year, which are used for outdoor merchan-

dise. 

 A very special THANK YOU to Jean Butcher for chairing this event.  She deserves 

many accolades for all her hard work! 

 As an outreach for our community and a money maker for our church, the rummage 

sale is a win/win event for all.    Thank you.   



What Happens to the Leftovers? 

 Everyone gets a bargain at a rummage sale, and they go home happy with their treasure.  

Three-year old Ryan couldnôt have been happier with his ñnewò, ride-on truck.  Gracie always 

looks great the next day in church in her new outfit. Susie was delighted with her matching, 

gold mirrors. Louise was nostalgic with her cigar-box find because it reminded her of her fa-

therôs cigar-box treasures, and another Blawenburg neighbor was gleeful when she found a First 

Edition of a childôs classic.  The bargains and treasures are wonderful, but do you ever wonder 

what happens to the bags and boxes of leftovers? 

 Fortunately, not too much goes to the landfill.  We try to be as ñgreenò as we can with 

our leftovers.  The clothing, bric-a-brac, and many toys go to the Rescue Mission in Trenton.  

All of the remaining books, CDs, DVDs, tapes, records, and, yes, even the box of sewing pat-

terns were donated to the Princeton Theological Seminary Stewardship & Mission Committee 

Annual Book Sale.  (Look elsewhere in this Beacon for information on this book sale.)  Al-

though many of the stuffed animals went to the Rescue Mission, three bags went elsewhere.  

One bag of small animals was stored for our own churchôs Operation Christmas Child, a project 

of Samaritanôs Purse.  These are the smallest animals that will be packed in shoe boxes with 

other gifts and sent at holiday time to children in desperate situations worldwide.  Two other 

bags with slightly larger stuffed animals were given to a Montgomery Township resident who 

works with the Palestine Childrenôs Relief Fund.  Children in Palestine and Iraq have very few, 

if any, toys of their own.  After contributing to these designated missions and charities, many 

ñfreeò items are put on the sidewalk in front of Memorial Hall to be given away to any lucky 

passersby traveling on Route 518.  What little is left over from the sidewalk, goes to the dump-

ster.  Fortunately, it is not very much. 

 We can be thankful that our unsold clothing donations, unused ñstuffò, and outgrown 

toys and books may find their way to new homesðmission fields near and far.  

I Know How Peter Felt (A Modern Day Experience of Denial) 

by Nancy Curtis 

Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 

I would like to believe that my faith in Christ is stronger than it really is.  What would I do if I 

were faced with trial and potential harm because of my faith?  Oh, I am sure that I would stand 

strong and die for the cause!  Not so.  On Sunday, April 25th, I went to a benefit dinner for Pal-

estinian children.  All my experience with this organization is from the perspective of Chris-

tians who support this group.  I dressed up, put on my cross, and left for the dinner with some 

Christian Palestinian friends.  As I stood in line to register, I slid my cross into the collar of my 

dress.  I was surrounded by Muslim individuals and suddenly I felt self conscious.  It wasnôt 

until Monday morning that I heard the cock crow and realized what I had done.  Am I so used 

to living in a Christian bubble, that when I had an opportunity to witness for Christ, I felt awk-

ward and didnôt ñget out of the boatò? 

 

What would you have done?  How would you have reacted in the same situation?   



 

 
   

6 Olivia Vande Woude 24 Hope Hunt 

7 Landen Elizabeth Jovolos 25 Vincent Magliochetti  

10 Helen Brown 26 Chip Parmele 

11 Christopher Magliochetti 27 Don Terhune 

16 Barbara Bradsell 29 Janet Ulrey 

22 Sharon Stevens 31 Eric Perkins   

 Ethel Terhune      

 

 

Outreach Lunch Menus 

May 2010 

  
May 4 

Hamburger Vegetable Soup, Egg Salad, 

Turkey Tetrazzini, Salad, Dessert 

 

May 11 

Broccoli cheddar Soup, Hamburgers & Hot Dogs 

Chicken Macaroni & cheese, dessert 

 

May 18 

Chicken sausage gumbo, Tuna Fish Sandwiches, 

Chicken Marsala with Rice, dessert 

 

May 25 

New England and Manhattan clam chowder,  

Grilled cheese w/ tomato, ham, or bacon, 

Meat loaf with mashed potatoes, cole slaw, dessert 

Bone Marrow Screening Drive 

June 5, 2010 from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Cook Hall Basement 

In Honor of Wyatt Geisel 

 

An event to screen with a simple swab inside  

your mouth to be a bone marrow donor. 

Please come out and help the cause and bring your friends!!! 



ANNUAL BOOK SALE 
Princeton Theological Seminary 

May 7ðMay 10, 2010 

 

 The Stewardship & Mission Committee of Princeton Theological Seminary 

is having its annual book sale on Motherôs Day weekend.  Each year, the sale 

raises funds to help seminary colleagues around the world to obtain the richest 

theological resources possible.  Institutions use the funds that PTS sends them to 

provide current and classical theological resources to those preparing to carry on 

the ministries to which they have been called.  Last year the book sale raised 

nearly $24,000.00 and supported six international seminary projects.  This year, 

they believe they will reach their new goal of $45,000.00.  Try to attend to help 

them reach this goal!   

 The sale will be held in Whiteley Gymnasium on the corner of Hibben 

Road and Stockton Street/Rte 206 in Princeton.  The times and dates are as fol-

lows: 

Friday, 5/7ð9 amð8 pm (a $50.00 entrance fee applies from 9 am to 3 pm) 

Saturday, 5/8ð9 amð8 pm 

Sunday, 5/9ð12 pmð8 pm 

Monday, 5/10ð9 amð4 pm   

Blawenburg Reformed ChurchBlawenburg Reformed Church  
ñHelp YourselfòñHelp Yourselfò  

Free Lecture Series, Special Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

 

DR. WILLIAM HAYNES  

May 5 

ñIs There a Role for PrayerñIs There a Role for Prayer  

in Todayôs Medical Practice?òin Todayôs Medical Practice?ò  

REV. RICHARD VAN DOREN 

May 26 

ñAmerica on the Brink ñAmerica on the Brink ïï  of Disaster of Disaster 

or an Era of Hope? A Bible Viewor an Era of Hope? A Bible View  



 

BRC Preservation Update  
Your Preservation Dollars In Action  

The Blawenburg Preservation Project is nearing completion of its third goal.  So far we have used donated 

funds to paint the church, replace the roof, and shore up the foundation and balcony of the sanctuary.  The 

pictures below show some of the activity related to recent projects.    

The Preservation Fund does not have sufficient funds to complete the project, so we will likely need to sell 

off some of our investments to pay for the foundation project.  All contributions to the fund are appreciated. 

Some of the new support beams are shown.  Each  new 

vertical beam required a new footing. 

Masonry contractor Earl Groendyke points one of the  

stone columns that supports the old beams.  As you can 

see, it was close quarters. 

Almost all the fieldstone foundation had to be re-

pointed.  Several heating ducts had to be moved or 

replaced. 

Tom Hunt of T&L Hunt Construction built the beams in 

the basement and between the foyers inside the 

sanctuary. 


