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An Unmistakable Sign of Faith 
 

 Every time I receive in the mail another request for money, my first instinct is to pitch it. 

"I give enough," I think, "and I have to say 'no' sometime." So it is with great trepidation that I 

write a letter asking people to be more generous in support of their church, people who proba-

bly think a lot like I do. (I wonder how many have already moved on to other articles in this 

month's "Beacon," for example? Don't you know we're in the midst of an economic crisis, Pas-

tor? Give us a break!) 

 Every argument against increased giving rings true. We don't know what the future 

holds regarding our incomes, and we have to put our families first. On the other hand, as I 

learned in a meeting with other local pastors this week, some churches have no monetary woes 

because their members budget a tithe (10% of their income) for the church as a basic Christian 

responsibility. Some of our members take this biblical teaching seriously, the distinct majority 

of our members do not. We average about two point five percent. 

 Consequently, according to every financial report I've heard in the eight years I've 

served here as pastor, we are looking at the likelihood of bankruptcy in approximately five 

years. That's how long it will take for basic church expenses to eat up what is left of our invest-

ments, all because congregational giving covers less than half of the money needed to meet our 

budget. 

 "Why should I give when we have all this money in the bank?" is the argument I've 

heard for the same eight years. 

 Well, truthfully, one should have nothing to do with the other. The church's need, or 

lack of it, should have no bearing on what we give. Statistics show that the wealthiest churches 

also have the highest per capita giving. Despite overflowing coffers, the money rolls in. Why? 

 I say the issue is faith. Our Lord Jesus repeatedly promises that if we set our minds on 

God's kingdom, consider advancing his gospel as the most important and positive investment of 

our capital, "all the rest will come to you as well." Stated plainly, the more we give the more we 

get, the more God entrusts to us. That means if we tithe as the Bible requires, we can still have 

our toys, our vacations, our dinners out, our concert tickets, our new cars, our home repairs, our 

college tuitions, etc., because God will see to it that the money we give will be replaced - and 

then some. 

 The only question is: do we believe it?  Determining what we truly believe will be one 

of the goals of our upcoming consistory retreat, which we will then share with the congregation.  

Continued on page  5 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Sunday School 
 
Our Sunday School children will be helping 

out with Operation Christmas Child this 

month.  Samaritanôs Purse, the sponsoring or-

ganization, has send us some fun activity and 

coloring sheets that the children will fill out 

with information about themselves, what they 

enjoy doing, where they live, etc. These will be 

included in the gift-wrapped shoe boxes of 

small toys and treats that will be sent to chil-

dren all over the world.  The kids are also in-

vited to help pack the shoe boxes after church 

on Sunday, November 15.   
 

Harlingen Fall Festival  

Harlingen Reformed Church is holding a 
Fall Festival Saturday November 14 th from 
11am -3pm.  There will be fun & games for 
the kids, face painting, fall crafts & more. 
Come and try Harlingenôs famous home 
cooked soups & sandwiches, fresh baked 
pies, cakes & more. Come also to see our 
annual Harlingen Quilt display and enter to 

win one of our great Family Fun Baskets.  

All proceeds go to benefit a special little 
boy, Nathan Zeller, & his family.  Nathan is 
receiving experimental treatment for Mus-

cular Dystrophy.  

Harlingen Reformed Church is located at 
the corner of Route 206 and Dutchtown 

Harlingen Road in Belle Mead, NJ  

Family Life Pot Luck Lunches 
 

The Family Life Committee will once again 

host our Pot Luck Lunches after church.  Here 

are the following dates in case you want to put 

them on your calendar now. 

 

January 10th   

February 7   

March 7 

Doraôs Workshop and 

Supply Depot 

 
        Yes,  it has a new name.  I have learned 

many of you want to help stock our table for 

Sinterklaas but don't have the time to sit with 

us and sew.  An option is to come by and get 

ideas (or use yours) and see what we have be-

fore you shop.  We have fabrics, batting, and 

many sewing notions from Dora's daugh-

ters.  We also have books of ideas. and some 

Projects in a Box.    Please come by and re-

member to make something for our Christmas 

Craft table.  Thanks, Bernice 

Calling all  

Sunday School Students 
 

You don't need to take a vacation day Thanks-

giving Weekend.  Come learn some new songs 

with Mrs. Antoniewicz and make a craft with 

Mrs. Van Nostrand.  Save Nov 29 and join us. 



Sinterklaas Bazaar: Saturday, December 5 , 9:00a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

 Please think about how you can help make this event a day of fun and fellowship for our 

church and our community.  Are you a crafter?  Talk to Bernice Van Nostrand about what you 

would like to make.  If you love to cook, we can use soups (containers will be available at cof-

fee hour), cookies, breads, cakes and pies, as well as jams and jellies.   Evelyn Cochran is in 

charge of the bake table, and Susie Van Doren is recruiting soup makers.  If you have any NEW 

or very gently used toys, see Nancy DôAlessandro who is setting up a toy shop.   Jean Beachell 

will be making wreaths and arrangements with greens.  Gracie Johnson is requesting items for a 

Holiday White Elephant table (see below).  Kids are also encouraged to think of what they 

might make to sell at a Kidsô Table.  We also need some folks to help out with parking.  Please 

let Susie Van Doren (sebvd45@yahoo.com or 609-466-1576) know what you can contribute 

and where you would be able to help out the day of the event.  We will also have a sign-up 

sheet at coffee hour.   

 New for this year--  Dave Dorey, mas-

ter wood craftsman, has created two items 

which will be for sale through a silent auction: 

a mahogany cabinet with handmade hinges and 

an ottoman which Joe Pavlicek upholstered.  

See pictures of these items on the next page.  

 Sinterklaas (St. Nicholas) eve and day 

are celebrated in the Netherlands and Europe 

on December 5 & 6 with present-giving.  Sin-

terklaas was the patron or guardian of chil-

dren.  Similar to our cookies and milk for 

Santa, children leave carrots and hay in their 

wooden shoes outside their doors for Sinterk-

laasô horse.  Come celebrate with us! 

Bake Sale 

Calling all Bakers young and old.  Yes, even 

the teenagers can make some yummy 

treats.   Jellies, Jams, cakes, pies, muffins, 

breads, sticky buns, scones, biscotti, cookies, 

brownies, etc.  Whatever strikes your fancy.  I 

only ask that you please label your donations 

clearly with all ingredients including nuts and 

peanut butter, etc.   If you have any questions, 

please contact me.     Evelyn 

Cochran, Chair 

 

White Elephant  
 

Donations are sought for our table at Sinterklaas 

Day.  Holiday décor, ornaments and china are 

appreciated, as well as collectibles and new or 

gently used items appropriate for gift-giving.  

Because of our limited space, this is the time 

and place for your ótreasuresô, not rummage.  

Boxes may be left anytime on the floor in the 

big closet in Cook Hall, clearly marked ñWhite 

Elephantò.  ??? and/or to help me that week and 

day, call Gracie Johnson 609-466-1862. 

mailto:sebvd45@yahoo.com


 


