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Welcome back, Pastor Rich! 
 

Showing Up 
 

 Well, I'm back - for better or worse - after a home invasion-shortened sabbatical during which I 

wrote 220,000 words, two novels of 94,000 and 86,000 and a "church" how-to book called "When Part-

ing Isn't Sweet," which came in at 40,000. I accomplished everything I had hoped to and could actually 

use a vacation, although I'm smart enough not to say that out loud. 

 It was quite a summer - of blistering heat (for you, at least), of the World Cup and a soul crush-

ing oil spill that finally got plugged. 

 To keep from going stir crazy, I worked in to my schedule three mornings at the beach where I 

did my outlining, at least three afternoons working out at the Port St. Lucie Town Center, and bi-weekly 

attendance at St. Lucie Mets minor league baseball games, a team the Somerset Patriots could beat eas-

ily (remember to ask me about the fan who tried to catch a foul pop up with his face - and the first night 

I was there!). 

 I wish I could say my sabbatical was more spiritually invigorating. I had hoped that attending 

worship services in this heavily Christian community would have inspired and revitalized me. Unfortu-

nately, the best I can say is that it offered me some practical insights. For example, the quality of the 

preaching had nothing whatsoever to do with the number of occupied seats. The most crowded churches 

had the weakest preaching. One sermon was so bad I was actually tempted to walk out - no gospel les-

son, in fact no scripture reading at all, self-serving and totally uninspired. The other was an elaborate 

Bible study, but no relevant interpretation for those in the pews, and again, no gospel lesson! They did, 

however, have terrific music: eight or nine piece bands, professional vocalists, visual displays, etc. - 

state of the art, in other words - and the young people came out in droves. 

 Conversely, I heard the best preaching at the smallest churches, mainline congregations all, 

whose average age was about 65. 

 All this illustrates a troubling fact of life in the modern church. It makes no difference who's in 

the pulpit on Sunday morning as long as you entertain the crowd. That's really what the most popular 

services were - shows, not worship, in my opinion. It made me long for moments of silence and intro-

spection, exactly what the majority of worshippers I observed did NOT want. It also made me realize 

that I'm a dinosaur and retiring from the ministry at the right time. 

 Although I found the experience disillusioning, I still attended worship almost every Sunday for 

another reason. I believe it was Woody Allen who said "ninety percent of life is showing up." We don't 

necessarily have to be putting something in to the experience or getting something out of it. Sometimes 

being there is all that matters- showing up for Jesus Christ, adding to the numbers, making a public 

statement. 

 Our Lord said, "Those who are ashamed of me and of my words, of them the Son of Man will be 

ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels." (Luke 9:26) It 

doesn't have to be the fanciest of services; it might even be a crashing bore, but our Lord does advise us 

to pay our respects - and show up. 

 After a week of attending to our own wants and needs, can we give Jesus an hour? The answer 

comes clear when we weigh our options on Sunday morning. 

 See you then. 



MEET YOUR CONSISTORY  

BY BOB BRADSELL  

 

 
L ISA WHITE  was elected to her first term as Deacon in the spring of 2009.   She, hus-

band Rick, and daughters, Colby and Palmer, are mainstays in the BRC congregation ï 

though, in a church closing in on two centuries of service, theyôre relative newcomers. 

Lisa and Rick have known each other since childhood in the town of Swampscott, Mas-

sachusetts.  Rick and Lisaôs brother, Ricky, played hockey togetheréLisaôs mother of-

ten drove the two boys to their matches.   Years later, after Rick had moved to New Jer-

sey and started on his financial services career path, he happened to visit his old friend 

Ricky at the apartment he shared with sister Lisa in Salem, Massachusetts.   Ricky was-

nôt so sure he wanted his childhood chum 

dating his sister, but there was no stop-

ping that chemistry.   Lisa came to New 

Jersey in 1992, and married Rick two 

years later. 

Lisa worked at the Princeton Plasma 

Physics lab when she first arrived in the 

state.   Later she worked as an assistant to 

Rick, at a time when he was moving from 

one firm to another.   But in 1995, Colby 

was born, then Palmer five years later, 

and Lisaôs been a full-time mother ever 

since. 

Both girls are avid dancers.  Colby and 

Palmer both won their competition this 

summer to become part of the USA 

Dance Team and will compete against dancers from 40 other countries in Germany over 

Thanksgiving break.   Itôs interesting to note that Colby, as a precocious two-year-old, 

talked Lisa and Rick into visiting Blawenburg Church.   They joined BRC in 2000 just 

before the birth of Palmer. 

Rick takes excellent care of BRCôs  investment accounts, and has served on Consistory.  

Lisaôs energies at church go primarily into the hospitality areaéyouôll often see her in 

the Cook Hall kitchen, helping with a Pot Luck Lunch.   Say ñhiò to the Whiteséyouôll 

generally find them on the west side of the sanctuary, about ten pews from the back. 



 

 

 

Please place items or $$ for buying them in the basket on the Outreach table in 

Cook Hall by Sept. 12th.  Thank you. 

 

We continue to donate non-perishable food items and toiletries to our neighbors at 

the Montgomery Food Pantry.  The collection baskets are in Cook Hall. 

 

Mark your calendars to help us with these upcoming mission activities: 

September 19th ï Pack up CWS Kits to deliver 

October 17th ï Cropwalk (Solicit sponsors/donors 9/26-10/17) 

November 15th-22nd ï Collect and pack Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 

December 1st -31st  - Heifer Project 

 

We will be planning hands-on mission activities at least once per month for the 

childrenôs Sunday School, things like preparing food, writing cards for and visit-

ing shut-insédoing for others.  If you would like to help with these and/or plan-

ning a family mission trip for next summer (2011), please let Gracie Johnson, Joe 

Pavlicek, or Bill Herbert know.  

Missions 

by Gracie Johnson 

ñServing those in needò 
 
We will kick off our Fall with packing up our Church World Service kits after church on 

Sunday, September 19th.  For the full list of what is needed for the Baby, School and Hy-

giene Kits, go to www.churchworldservice.org and follow the link to ókitsô or pick up the 

cards at church to keep in your purse for when you see sales at the store.  This will be the best 

time to buy these items as well as to get treats/gifts for the Operation Christmas Child shoe-

boxes, the deadline for which always descends upon us quickly in the Fall.  We particularly 

need the following items to complete the kits we have started: 

1 large eraser (Pink Pearl types avail. at Walmart) 

2 blunt/round-tipped childôs scissors 

16 infant t-shirts or undershirts (no onesies) 

17 baby gowns or sleepers 

18 diaper pins 

14 baby washcloths 

8 hand towels (approx. 16ò x 28ò) 

5 wide-tooth combs 

5 nail clippers 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/


Life-Long Learning 

by Gracie Johnson 
ñWe commit our gifts toé life-long learningéò 

 

We thank Susie Van Doren for her faithful and tireless work as Sunday School Su-

perintendent!  We are blessed that Deanna McAnear has graciously offered to take 

on this important job for us.  You will feel her contagious energy and enthusiasm! 

 

Nursery 

We could have as many as 9-10 children through pre-K in the nursery if all came 

at once.  We want to thank Caitlyn Curtis for her creative work with the nursery 

through elementary school students this summer.  We hope to continue this con-

sistent, dependable care this Fall in the Nursery. 

 

Sunday School for Kindergarten- 6th Grade 

Sept. 12th ï Important meeting after fellowship time for all parents of children 

entering Kindergarten through 6th Grades.  Fun activities and childcare will be 

available during the meeting.  This will be a time for sharing our plans and your 

ideas for your childrenôs spiritual nurtureéa process requiring the commitment of 

the whole congregation.  There are 18 children of this age.  What a joyful noise 

that would make if many of them could commit to regular attendance!    

 

Sept. 19th ï First Sunday School class gathering and orientation.  Help pack CWS 

kits after church. 

 

Sept. 26th ï Sunday School Rally & Open House followed by church-wide picnic.  

BVS families and the public are being invited to visit our Sunday School and Pre-

school classrooms.. Letôs have a good turnout to welcome the visitors today! 

 

 

Mysteries & Heroes of the Bible  

This will be Year 2 of Pastor Richôs program for current 7--9th graders culminating 

in possible confirmation.  Last year there were 11 youth who made up this enthu-

siastic, discussion/learning/questioning group. 

 

High School 

We have 11 young adults in this group.  Do you have a calling to work with these 

inspirational young Christians?? 

 



Adults 

In addition to the Tuesday morning study group (which will resume on September 

14th) in Memorial Hall and the after-church class in Cook Hall, both led by Pastor 

Rich, the following learning opportunities are offered off campus: 

 

Sept. 17-18: Caring and Compassion Conference 

Entitled ñHelping the Helpers and Hope for Allò, this conference in Wyckoff, NJ, 

is designed to óequip, inspire, and encourage lay people involved in all forms of 

caring ministriesô.  It takes place Friday evening and Saturday until 3 PM.  The 

keynote speaker is from Crystal Cathedral.  A number of Consistory members as 

well as members from the congregation-at-large hope to attend.  Let the office 

know (in the next week if possible) if you will join us and which workshops you 

are most interested in.  Brochures are available in church, in Cook Hall, or online 

at: www.chccnj.org/events . 

  

Sept. 23-25: Stewardship of the Earthôs Resources 

The Journey program at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan, is 

hosting a conference called ñThe Earth is the Lordôsò from midday Thursday, Sep-

tember 23 through noon Saturday, the 25th.  The Saturday field experiences in-

clude three that potentially apply to Blawenburg: 
The relationship between what we eat and the state of our souls ï concludes with walking tour of urban gar-

den, seminary-wide compost bin and the farmersô market. 

The establishment and function of a Caring for Creation ministry. 

Experience a church building environmental/energy audit. 

Intrigued?  Check out the brochure and application on the Mission board in Cook 

Hall or online at  http://www.westernsem.edu/journey/events/the-earth-is-the-lord-s/ . 

 

Check the mission bulletin board in Cook Hall for ongoing postings of learning 

and volunteer opportunities. 

 

 

Fall Kick -Off Picnic 

 SAVE THIS DATE: SEPTEMBER 26,  2010  

by Evelyn Cochran   

We will have our fall picnic on September 26th at 11:30.  Please plan to stay after church 

and have some great fellowship with church members, preschool families, and the commu-

nity.  Enjoy good food and fun games. Maybe we can have another great baseball game like 

last year. Please bring a dish to share, salad or dessert, lawn chairs and games. Drinks and hot 

dogs and hamburgers will be provided by the committee. This event will take place at Memo-

rial Hall , rain or shine. See you there!  

http://www.chccnj.org/events
http://www.westernsem.edu/journey/events/the-earth-is-the-lord-s/


 Worship 

by Gracie Johnson 
 

Thank you to Mike Urbanski, Mark Fritzinger, Joe Pavlicek, and Mait Van 

Nostrand for their parts in moving our sound system downstairs in the back/

narthex of the sanctuary.  Thanks, too, to Joe for making the cover for the system.  

Leaving the one fixed microphone in the balcony, we now also have a fixed mike 

downstairs in the back.  Feel free to hang over the operatorôs shoulder during wor-

ship to learn how to manage the system yourself someday!  

 

Special thanks to Barb Antoniewicz and óthe Patsô for upbeat and beautiful sum-

mer music, to Bernice Van Nostrand for her wonderfully creative ñMinutes for 

Kidsò or childrenôs sermons and to all of our liturgists as well as our visiting and 

homegrown lay preachers.  Who could forget óour fatherô Godôs deep voice com-

ing from the balcony?  Now that our venerable worship leader, Pastor Rich, is re-

turning, we hope we can count on many of you to continue to enrich our worship 

experience and the ways we PRAISE THE LORD!  

 

Those who were able to attend our joint services with our sister churches this past 

month enjoyed many treats ï literally and figuratively!  It left us with a renewed 

feeling of solidarity and shared mission and ministry.  Thank you to Griggstown, 

Rocky Hill and Harlingen for welcoming us so heartily.  

 

Nametags: As part of our effort to be welcoming to visitors, we would like every-

one to wear nametags in church, at least on the 12th, 19th and 26th of September; 

and then we will evaluate the practice with your feedback.  If you canôt find your 

nametag as you enter, please fill out a temporary one and leave it in the boxes 

with the others as you exit.  We will eventually have one for everyone.  Weôd like 

all to have them in time for our Open House/Rally on the 26th.  Thank you in ad-

vance for your cooperation! 

 

 

AND a huge note of appreciation to Gracie Johnson for pitching in this summer 

and pulling together many loose ends that needed tending.  Because of her, our 

fall programs will get off to a more orderly start.  Thank you, Gracie. ï Editor, the 

Blawenburg Beacon 



       Blawenburg FALL Rummage Sale !!! 

October 14, 15, 16 

 
When the kids go back to school, and the weather turns cooler, itõs 
time to clean the closets!!  We can help you get rid of all your extra 
òstuffó.   
 
We will be accepting clothing, linens, bric -a-brac, books and toys 
at Memorial Hall the week of October 3 -9 from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M. We CANNOT  accept electronics, small appliances or large fur-
niture.   
 
The sale will be on Thursday evening, October 14, 4:00 P.M. until 
7:00 P.M.; Friday, October 15, 9:00 A.M. until 4:00P.M.; and Sat-
urday, October 16, 9:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M.  On Saturday, items 
will be half price or $3.00 a bag.  
 
We need lots of workers, and lots of donations to make this an-
other Blawenburg Rummage Sale Success!!!  If you have any ques-
tions about donations or want to volunteer to help, call the church 
office @ 609 -466 -3108; Jean Beachell @ 609 -924 -7637; or Jean 
Butcher @ 609 -924 -5864.  
 

Womenôs Book Group  -  

a.k.a., the M&Ms  

(Marys and Marthas) 

 
The womenôs book study group, the Marys and Marthas, have been reading A Circle of Quiet 

by Madeleine LôEngle.  All women of the church are invited to join this early-bird group in 

Cook Hall on Saturday, September 25th (Note the date change from last month).  Come at 7:30 

for breakfast or at 8:00 for prayer and discussion.  If you have any questions, please call Gracie 

Johnson at 609-466-1862 or Barbara Pavlicek at 609-683-5523. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer at BVS has officially ended with camps completed (See camp pictures 

below.) and our new adventure of outdoor Family Movie Nights coming to a close.  

The movies, projected onto the back of the church, although small in attendance, 

were enjoyed by those who were there; and we look forward to continuing this 

event next summer.  

 

We have officially begun preparing for the start of the 2010 -2011 school year, 

and eagerly await the arrival of our students on September 13 th .  Our teachers 

have begun preparing their classrooms, and they are planning wonderful experi-

ences to enrich the lives of our energetic preschoolers.   
 

There are limited openings available in some programs for the 2010 -2011 school 

year.  If interested, please call the school office at 609 -466 -6600 or send an 

email to blawenburgvillageschool.com.  

 

Check out the BVS 

page on Facebook to 

discover more about 

our daily events!  

 

                                                                         

Karen Hill, Director

 
 

 

 

Blawenburg Village School  
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609 -466 -6600  

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 


