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Giving Thanks for Teachers                                            March 4, 2019 
 
Before our February consistory meeting, (the consistory is our church leader-
ship board) I was responsible for devotions. For my devotions I shared about a 
person who was important in my faith development. 
  
I grew up in a very Bible-heavy environment. Between worship (morning and 
evening services on Sundays), Sunday school, family devotions, Christian 
school classes on religion, and my weekly Christian boy scout program, I heard 
a lot of scripture passages, lessons, sermons, and prayers. I knew the basics of 
Christianity inside and out, but when I went to college, God used one of my 
professors to lead me into a deeper understanding of my faith. 
  
I went to Calvin College, which is a Dutch Reformed liberal arts college in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. In my first year of studies at Calvin, I took the 101 
Theology course with Professor Tom Thompson. His class thrilled me. Profes-
sor Thompsonôs lectures revealed the stories that lay behind the traditional 
Christian beliefs that I had grown up hearing about over and over again. It is 
one thing to be told that God is a Trinity of three persons, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. It is a whole other experience to hear about the history that led to the 
doctrine. In Professor Thompsonôs classes he revealed the history, the context, 
the arguments, and the battles that were fought to bring about our orthodox 
Christian beliefs.   
  
Professor Thompson showed me how dynamic and alive theology is and was 
and could be. He showed me how theology is not just about ideas that were de-
cided upon in the distant past, but that theology is something that we all are do-
ing all the time. We are always growing in our understandings of God and 
Godôs calling. We are always responding to new questions. We are always in 
the middle of wrestling with our beliefs, our doctrines, our questions, and our 
doubts. 

  
Through Professor Thompson, God lit a fire in my heart. God made me pas-
sionate and curious to know more, to study more, to wrestle with my beliefs 
more, and to understand more and more how scripture plays a role in my life. 
Eventually this passion and curiosity was transformed from a personal desire 
into a passion and a desire to help others to grow in their beliefs and their faith-
lives as well. Eventually, I found myself feeling called to congregational minis-
try. 

  
I am thankful for the people whom God has put in my life, who helped me be-
come the person that I am today. I would encourage you to spend some time 
thinking about your own faith journey. Who are the important people who 
helped you into your faith or taught you valuable lessons? Remember those 
people and give thanks for them today. 
 
Pastor Jeff 



For Your Planning Convenience 
 

Beacon material is due to the office (office@blawenburgchurch.org) and Barb P. 
(bjpmay1998@aol.com) by the date of the deadline. Also, if anyone would like to contribute 
photos for future Beacons, we welcome them. 
  

Deadline  
April 2 
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ADMINISTRATION  

 
New Church Email Address 

 
Please be aware, the new church email address is office@blawenburgchurch.org. Emails sent 
to the former address will continue to forward to the church officeôs inbox. 
 

Rummage Sale - New Leadership Needed! 

Our church has had a tradition of hosting a spring rummage sale. This 
year we are prayerfully wondering if God is preparing or has prepared 
anyone to take over the work of organizing the sale. If no one comes for-
ward, the sale will not occur this year, but perhaps a new leader or team 
of leaders could spend this spring making plans for a fresh new take on 
the rummage sale for next year. The funds raised from the rummage sales 
are typically divided between charitable organizations and restoration 
projects on the historic church campus. If you have any interest in learning more about the possibility 
of taking on this leadership role, perhaps with a friend or team of friends, please contact the church 
office or speak to pastor Jeff.   
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We commit our gifts to WORSHIP  gathering as a community to celebrate Godõs presence among us! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          

      

 
                                        THE LENTEN SEASON 

 
Ash Wednesday at the United Reformed Church - March 6, 6pm 

For Ash Wednesday this year we are invited to worship with our brothers and sisters at the United 
Reformed Church in Somerville. Their service begins with a potluck supper at 6pm followed by a 
worship experience starting around 7pm. The worship service will include communion and the im-
position of ashes. All are invited and a carpool can be organized for those who would like to find a 
ride. 

 Maundy Thursday at the Griggstown Reformed Church ï April 18, 7pm 
This year we will have a combined Maundy Thursday service at the Griggstown Reformed Church. 
We will join them in their traditional Tenebrae-style service. The service will include the celebra-
tion of the Lordôs Supper and will end with the congregation leaving the darkened sanctuary in si-
lence to prepare for the sorrow of Good Friday and the joy of Easter. 

 
Good Friday ï Personal Prayer at Blawenburg and a Service at The Hillsborough Reformed 

Church, 7:30pm 
There will be two ways to observe this solemn day. The sanctuary at Blawenburg will be open for a 
time of personal prayer between 12:00pm and 3:00pm. Pastor Jeff also invites you to attend the 
Good Friday service at the Hillsborough Reformed Church in Millstone at 7:30pm - please reach 
out to pastor Jeff if you are interested in carpooling.   

Worship Guide 
 

Mar 10  First Sunday of Lent ï Luke 4:1-13 ï Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness   
Mar 17  Second Sunday of Lent ï Luke 13:31-35 ï Jesus Laments over Jerusalem  
Mar 24  Third Sunday of Lent ï Luke 13:1-9pr ï A Call to Repentance  
Mar 31  Fourth Sunday of Lent ï Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 ï The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
Apr    7  Fifth Sunday of Lent ï John 12:1-8 ï Jesus is Anointed  
Apr  14  Sixth Sunday of Lent, Palm Sundayï Luke 19:28-40 ï The Triumphal Entry  
Apr  18  Maundy Thursday ï at GRC 7pm - John 13:1-7, 12-17, 34-35 ï A New Commandment 
Apr  21  Easter ï John 20:1-18  
Apr  28  Chaplain Nancy Curtis preaching 

 

A joyful noise from the Celebration Singers. 
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WORSHIPñContinued  

Scout Sunday, February 17  -  The boys participated in the worship service.  
They. . .  

rang the bell, greeted, 

led the Scout Law Litany, 
read the scripture, shared scout activities, 

received thanks and appreciation 
from the church, and collected offering. 

 

And. . . (see next page) 


