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              Autumn 2017 

Being a Reformation Church in a Diverse World 
by Reverend Jeff Knol 

  

This fall we have been reflecting together on what it means to be a Reformed church. 

The roots of the Reformation stretch back five hundred years to 1517 when a German 

monk took issue with some teachings and practices within his church. His protests led 

to a division, which then led to other divisions, and then more divisions after that. 

  

Before 1517, there were just a handful of Christian traditions. There were the churches 

that we call Eastern Orthodox in Greece, Russia, Turkey, and elsewhere. There was the 

church in the West, which we now call the Roman Catholic church. There were also 

Christian communities in North Africa, Ethiopia, and India. In the centuries following 

1517, these church traditions were joined by hundreds of other Christian denomina-

tions, including our very own Dutch Reformed Church. All these various church tradi-

tions competed for space and here in the United States they learned to live together in 

relative peace. 

  

We are not alone in the Christian family. We are also not alone on the greater religious 

landscape. Within our community exist people of many different faith traditions. On 

October 8th I met, spoke with, and shared a meal with folks who are Muslim, Hindu, 

Jewish, Roman Catholic, and non-religious at an interfaith lunch. I shared about my 

own Dutch roots and some details about our Dutch Reformed tradition. I also listened 

to their words hoping to learn something about our neighbors. 

  

It was remarkable to be in such a diverse setting and to find that we shared so many 

things in common. We all want peace. We all want our kids to grow up to be healthy 

and happy. We all want to be free to explore our world and learn more about the di-

vine. We all want to enjoy good food and drink. We want to laugh and be treated with 

dignity and respect.    

  

What is our role as a Reformed Church in such a diverse community and such a divid-

ed world? That is a big question that we cannot answer in a few words. What we can 

do is continue to work together to understand and appreciate the best of our tradition. 

We can study the Bible together. We can pray for God’s continued involvement in our 

lives. We can worship and serve as we feel called to do so. We can also pray that God 

will help us to know how we can take the best of our Reformed identity and use it to 

be a blessing to everyone in our diverse community and our diverse world.   
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ADMINISTRATION SECTION 

 

                   Consistory Highlights from the September Meeting 
 

 Pastor Jeff recommended that we host an Interfaith Thanksgiving service that would be 

open to the community.  Consistory gave their blessing and the date of Tuesday, November 

21 at 7:30pm was agreed upon.  
 

 Pastor Jeff proposed that we have a “Team Sunday” following coffee hour on either No-

vember 12 or 19.  A representative from each church team would be on hand to answer 

questions about the function of their team. Consistory accepted his proposal. 
 

 Pastor Jeff presented a proposal made by a church member that a “Go Fund Me” account be 

established in conjunction with the Silent Auction at Sinterklaas. After some discussion, 

Consistory decided not to accept the proposal but would consider it in the future, if and 

when a capital campaign or specific cause arose. 
 

 Ways to make people aware of special Properties projects was discussed. Suggestions in-

cluded posting in the bulletin and creating a special jobs board where individuals could sign 

up for a task. 
 

 

New Members Class - Sunday, November 5th 

 

A luncheon will be held for prospective members on Sunday, November 5th. If you are in-

terested in learning more about  Blawenburg Reformed Church and potentially becoming a 

member, please consider attending this meeting. We will discuss the life and history of the 

church and what it means to be a member. We will ask you to share some of your story as 

well. The class will begin during coffee hour and end around 2:00pm. Lunch will be provid-

ed. Please email pastor Jeff or the church office if you would like to attend.  

Interfaith Lunch 
On Sunday, October 8th Members of 

Blawenburg Reformed Church participated 

in an Interfaith Luncheon organized by Con-

gregation Kehilat Shalom, a synagogue in 

Belle Mead.  We shared conversation about 

our ethnic and faith traditions, we sampled 

food from one another's cultures, 

and we had a time of question and an-

swer. Thank you Congregation Kehilat 

Shalom for putting on such a wonderful 

and important event. Following up on 

this event, our congregation will be 

hosting an Interfaith Thanksgiving ser-

vice in our sanctuary on November 21st 

at 7:30pm.  

https://www.facebook.com/CKSNJ/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/CKSNJ/?fref=mentions
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ADMINISTRATION SECTION—Continued 

You Never Know Who Will Stop By 
 

On October 2, Peter and Timpany Beekman, a couple from Chillicothe, Ohio stopped by the 

church office to inquire about a relative who was married in our church in 1835 – 182 years 

ago!  Karen Larsen told them about some of the church’s history and then she called Dave 

Cochran, who stopped down for an additional chat.  It seems that our visitors were on a 

Beekman genealogy tour.  They had already talked with Elaine Zeltner because of her con-

nection to the Van Harlingen Historical Society.  They had a notebook filled with all manner 

of Beekman history.  They were headed off to Millstone and then Boston to gather more in-

formation. 

 

Our connection is through Peter Nevius Beekman, who was our visitor’s great, great, great 

grandfather.  Peter owned pew # 3.  We aren’t sure where that pew is since numbers now 

start at 10.  There is no pew where pew #3 should be.  Peter married Ann Elizabeth Duryea, 

daughter of Col. Henry Duryea, one of the founders of our church. A prominent politician, he  

lived at Washington Well Farm, about a mile east of the church on Route 518.  They were 

married on January 28, 1835 by our first pastor, Rev. Henry Heermance.  Our visitors also 

had a letter stating that the Beekmans had a child, who passed away at the age of one.  Sadly, 

Ann Beekman passed away just two weeks after her daughter.  Both are buried in Washing-

ton Well Farm. 

 

In our display case in the back of the church, there is a document that indicates that Ann sup-

ported the church with a gift of $9.50 in 1831 when we were still the Second Dutch Re-

formed Church of Harlingen. 

 

You never know who might stop by and what interesting stories they will have to share. 

New Hymnals 
 

Thanks to United Reformed Church in Somerville, we have 'new to 

us' hymnals in our pews! Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs is the 

1990 Presbyterian hymnal. It replaces our blue Hymnal for Worship 

& Celebration. United Reformed Church purchased the newest Pres-

byterian hymnal, Glory to God [coedited by our Chi Yi Chen] and 

offered us their 'pre-owned' hymnals in excellent shape. Our Wor-

ship Team looked at it, felt it was more readable - words and accom-

paniment [says Bernice]; it includes more recent material than ours 

with possibly more inclusive language [ok with Jeff] as well as an 

important body of traditional hymnody [says Katie]. It gives us ac-

cess to more hymns, still being able to copy for convenience from 

the other two, without having to pay extra for copyright licensing. 

As we get used to using it, please give the Worship Team feedback 

as to how you like it - or not. 

We commit our gifts to WORSHIP gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence 



Breakfast Worship November 12th 
 

Mark you calendar for the next Breakfast Worship, scheduled 

for November 12th at 8:32am in Fellowship Hall. 

Pastor Jeff will be leading a kid-friendly worship following 

breakfast. Come join us for praise, prayer and pancakes. 

All are welcome! 

On September 10th, Pastor Jeff told the story of Creation. It was an interactive 

presentation with congregation members getting involved.  

Thanks Chef Wendy! 

In October, our student intern Kyle Dipre led the worship 

portion by telling the story of The Good Shepherd from 

Psalm 23. 

Isaiah 26:9 
All night long I search for you; in the morning I earnestly seek for God. For 

only when you come to judge the earth will people learn what is right.  

(New Living Translation) 

WORSHIP—Continued 
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Worship Schedule for October through December 
 In October we will be finishing our sermon series on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. In 

November we will have special worship focuses leading into advent, which begins on December 

3rd. Our Seminary Intern Kyle Dipre will be preaching for us on Sunday, November 12th. 

  

October 22nd – “The Priesthood of All Believers” Hebrews 7:23-28 

October 29th – “Christian Freedom” Romans 14:1-12  

Congregational Meeting Following Worship. 

  

November 5th – “All God’s Children” – 1 John 3:1-3   

Guest Choir from Blawenburg Village School 

November 12th – A Reflection on Reconciliation – Kyle Dipre 

November 19th – “Lives of Gratitude” – Psalm 119 – Thanksgiving Focus 

November 21st (Tuesday) – Interfaith Thanksgiving Service in Sanctuary 

November 26th – Guest Preacher 

  

Advent: 

December 3rd - Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

December 10th - Isaiah 40:1-11 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a   

December 17th - Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

December 24th - 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 and Luke 1:46b-55 

Christmas Eve Service – The Christmas Story from Luke Chapter 2  

Celebration Singers 
Our new choir made their first appearance on September 24th with the offertory selection “Every Time I 

Feel the Spirit “. Their next musical offering will be on October 22nd. The group will not meet in No-

vember and December. but will resume in January. Contact Katie Connelly at 

(Kathleen.Connolly.78@verizon.net) if you’d like to offer music in worship or join one of the choirs. 
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WORSHIP—Continued 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  
Following up on the positive experience of our interfaith prayer service back in May, I am organizing 

an Interfaith Thanksgiving service for November 21st. The service will take place in the sanctuary 

at 7:30pm. The service will include contributions from local musicians and religious leaders from our 

Montgomery area. I would love for you to attend and take part in this service. As Christians, gratitude 

plays a big part in the lives we live before God. This service will allow us to express that gratitude 

while also strengthening our bonds with our diverse neighbors in Montgomery.  



We commit our gifts to LIFE-LONG LEARNING providing spiritual growth opportunities for  all. 

 
 

The Mary and Martha group will meet November 7th  at 6:15pm in the home 

of Bernice Van Nostrand to discuss Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson.   

All women are welcome to join us for a planned pot luck supper,  

thoughtful and lively discussion, and prayer time. 

Support our church by shopping via 

smile.amazon.com and choosing  

Blawenburg Reformed Church  

as your charity. 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets at 10am in the Church Library. Come join us as 

we read and discuss scripture for the upcoming Sunday message and take time to pray with one 

another. Coffee and an occasional treat will be provided.   

 

Swinging into the Bible  
 By Jeff Knol 
 

The Wednesday evening Bible study (WEBS) group 

is hosted at a different location each week; so if you 

would like to come, please email me 

at revjeffknol@gmail.com or pay close attention to 

the church announcements. We start at 6:30pm and 

usually are reading and discussing scripture by 7pm. 

We end the night with prayer around 8pm. Our plan 

is to study the passages that will be used in worship 

each week. As Reformed Christians, we believe that 

God speaks to us in a special way when we prayerful-

ly read and discuss the Bible. If you would like to be 

a part of this special time, we would love to include 

you. 
  
 

 

Mary & Martha 
 

 

 

 

 

Is this your earring? Two or three weeks ago someone 

inquired about a lost earring. This one was recently found 

in Fellowship Hall. It is now on the bulletin board near the 

staircase leading down. Please reclaim it there. 



Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 | 609-466-6600 

info@blawenburgvillageschool.com | Karen Hill, Director 
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The 2017 – 2018 school year is off to a great start!  All classes have settled in nicely 

and are looking forward to the many upcoming events and programs.  

 

Students in all classes participated in Bible Story with Mrs. Van Nostrand and Ms. Reid.  

Our music and movement program with Mrs. Lizzi also started this month.  Both classes 

will meet weekly throughout the school year.  

 

Our fall session of Soccer Shots has been going well. Coach James joins us every Mon-

day afternoon and the children eagerly await his arrival. Children ages 3-5 are welcome 

to join us on Monday afternoons for this fun program. 

 

School Portraits are being taken on Monday and Tuesday, October 16th and 17th.  

 

On Friday, October 20th, we will be taking a family field trip to Norz Hill Farm in Hills-

borough.  Our students will be learning about various farm animals, as well as enjoying a 

hayride to the pumpkin patch, where they will pick their own pumpkin.   

 

Back to School Night will be held on Wednesday, October 25th (7:00-8:00pm).  

 

Kids’ Night Out is an event hosted by BVS and created especially for kids ages 2-11.  All 

of our Kids’ Nights are organized and staffed by the BVS teachers. During each 3-hour 

(5:30-8:30pm) event children are served pizza and dessert. They participate in crafts, 

watch a movie and play games. We will be hosting a Halloween Themed Kids’ Night on Oc-

tober 27th. Children do not need to be registered students of BVS. All are welcome! Fu-

ture dates are November 17th and December 15th. 

 

The month will end with our annual Trunk or Treat Halloween festivities on Monday, Oc-

tober 30th at 9:30am. The Christmas concert will be December 9th at 3pm. 
 

Preschoolers at work. 
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We commit our gifts to HOSPITALITY caring for those in our congregation and the greater community. 

Stacking Musical Chairs game 

Enjoying a game of  

Bananagrams 

Grill Master Kevin cooked us 

great burgers and chicken! 

On September 24th, BRC enjoyed the hospitality of the Clancy family for the annual kick-off picnic. 

It was a perfect pool day! 

Some deep conversation 



 

 

 

 

CROP HUNGER WALK-from Harlingen- 

THIS SUNDAY– OCT. 22nd! 

 
You can still sign up to join us as we walk together in the South Somer-

set County CROP Hunger Walk this Sunday, the 22nd from Harlingen Church.  Your walking 

raises awareness of and money to fight the root causes of hunger globally and to contribute $$ 

and peanut butter to help hunger locally. Monies raised go to Church World Service who works 

with partners to establish food security, water access, sanitation and hygiene and to 

promote peace and justice around the world.  Envelopes will still be in Cook Hall by 

the office and at fellowship this week for walkers to use in collecting sponsors' do-

nations. If you can't walk with us, please sponsor a walker and contribute peanut 

butter for us to take to the Walk. Consider donating what you might spend on a nice 

dinner out for you and your family. Once again, twenty-five percent of monies 

raised will be split between the Somerset County Food Bank Network and SHIP, the 

Samaritan Homeless Interim Program. We will meet again this year at the Harlingen 

Reformed Church (34 Dutchtown Road at Rte. 206) at 1:30pm on Sunday, October 22nd. BRC 

friends will join 15 other faith and high school Interact groups in this 3.6 mile circular walk 

which will commence at 2:00pm. (There is even a shorter alternate of 1.8 miles!)  

 

You may give online at www.crophungerwalk.org/hillsboroughnj (under donate, general dona-

tion, then list BRC under ‘message’). Please also list name and donation on your own or anoth-

er walker’s envelope or email Gracie info for our records. Checks should be made out to BRC 

noting CROP on the memo line. More info: contact Gracie Johnson, 609-468-9475 or gtuck-

erbj@gmail.com  
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  We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world. 

 

CWS bags were quickly packed with 

many hands to help. Thank you to Hil-

de, Tat, Barb A., Catherine, and Barb V.  

Church World Service School and Hygiene Bags 



Time to Fill Boxes! 

Our November Mission Focus is OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD. If you are filling a shoe box individually or with your 

family, please return filled box by Sunday, November 12. The 

mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God's 

love in a tangible way to needy children around the world at 

Christmas and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. This mis-

sion of Rev. Franklin Graham's Samaritan's Purse always comes 

early! These shoe box gifts reach children ages 2-14 in countries 

suffering from natural disasters, wars and endemic poverty. The 

boxes are fun to fill by yourself or with your children. You can 

find lots of fun and useful items in dollar stores. For ideas of 

what, and what not, to pack into your shoe box, see items listed here or go to 

www.samaritanspurse.org, where you can also print out an insert form that will allow you to track 

your package to its destination OR you can donate cash or write a check for  $9.00 made out to 

BRC and place in the top of your box. This shipping or cost donation will be sent electronically. 

This way we will learn the destination of our boxes. Flat, scored, decorated boxes are available and 

do not have to be wrapped; all you need to do is fold and fill! Then secure the lid with a rubber 

band only. Packing ideas and insert forms will be available later on October 29th. We will sort and 

pack boxes on Sunday, November 12th to be delivered the following week. The Mission Team 

hopes you can support this outreach effort by packing a shoe box or two or by buying bulk items for 

several shoe boxes and then by joining us at coffee hour on November 12th to pack these items.  

GIFT IDEAS: 

TOYS - a “wow” toy, small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 

ropes, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES - pens, pencils and manual sharpener, crayons or markers, rubber stamps and 

ink pad sets, small writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.  

HYGIENE ITEMS - toothbrush, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, wash cloth, etc.  

OTHER - T-shirts, socks, ball caps; sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with 

extra batteries).  

A PERSONAL NOTE - In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of 

yourself or your family. (If you include your name and address, the child may write back.)  

DO NOT INCLUDE: candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy 

guns, knives, or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; medications or vita-

mins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.  
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MISSIONS—Continued  



Ruthie sends a  

cheerful greeting. 

Volunteering with SHIP - Tuesday, October 31st 
 

Our next opportunity to volunteer with SHIP is coming up! We will need around 12 volun-

teers. We will not be responsible for the food this time. However, Executive Director Tom 

O’Leary says that cupcakes would be appreciated! If you would like to volunteer, please sign 

up during coffee hour or reach out to Kyle Dipre at kyle.dipre@ptsem.edu.  

 

On October 31st we will carpool from church around 10:30am and volunteer at the United Re-

formed Church in Somerville until around 2pm. ADDITIONALLY, Kyle will lead a discus-

sion during fellowship on Sunday, October 22nd. It will help us reflect on our service and all 

are encouraged to participate if possible. 
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MISSIONS  - Continued 

Mother and Daughter 
 

Vineetha Prince and her 

mother, Prema Samuel, pose 

during her recent visit. 

 

 
 

Installation at Harlingen Reformed Church 
 

Harlingen Reformed Church will install their new minister, Rev. Chris Heitcamp on Sunday, 

October 29th, at 4:00 PM.  Chris has been a long time active member of Classis from his ori-

gins at Three Bridges Reformed Church and his pastorship of Crossroads Fellowship Church 

[formerly Willow Grove R.C.] in PA.  We're happy to welcome Chris and his wife Amy as our 

neighbors and look forward to collaboration with him and Harlingen Church.  
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We commit our gifts to PROCLAMATION spreading the good news of salvation  

Fall Season: October 19, November 16 

         BLAWENBURG CHURCH’S BLUE POMEGRANATE  

              OCTOBER 19 

We are so excited to tell you that the second Blue Pomegranate music and art show is 

happening on Thursday, October 19 and a terrific bunch of artists will be in attend-

ance! 

Local female pop-rock duo Easha & Shravya will perform, followed by TunaBal-

loon, Princeton area alternative, folk rock and blues songwriting duo Mark Manto and Andrew Hayes. Ti-

tusville artist NJ DeVico will be on hand with examples of her large repertoire of conceptual art, land-

scapes and abstracts. From Lambertville, Annelies Van Dommelen will show what it means to paint spon-

taneously with the human condition and nature in mind. Hopewell photographer Vikki Sarah Margulies 

will also show her work. Her photos are inspired by her love of the beauty of nature, spirituality, and her 

beloved sheltie Charlemain. 

Doors open at 7pm in Cook Hall on the Blawenburg Reformed Church campus at 424 Route 518. As in the 

past, light refreshments will be served, and admission is free although donations are encouraged and go to 

support the artists. 

 

For more information, check out our facebook page @BluePomArt, and please do share on your own Face-

book page. We really hope to see you there! 

    

 

Men’s Breakfast 
The Men’s Breakfast is making a change. It will be held the first Wednes-

day of each month. The attendees meet at 7:30am at the Blawenburg Café. 

Please join us on November 1st.  

 

Let Joe know at jpavl1999@aol.com if you plan to attend. Come enjoy a 

time of food and fellowship with the fellows.   

Game Night—November 3rd 
Please join us for fun, food and fellowship on Friday, November 3rd at 7pm 

in Memorial Hall.  Feel free to bring friends. The more the merrier! 



 

The Blawenburg Beacon Autumn 2017          Page 13 

PROCLAMATION—Continued  

For Your Planning Convenience 

 
Beacon material is due to Karen (blawenburgchurch@gmail.com) and Barb P. 

(bjpmay1998@aol.com) by the date of the deadline.  Also, if anyone would like to contrib-

ute photos for future Beacons, we welcome them.  

 

  Deadline Date              Publication Date 

 

  November 27   December 8 

Montgomery Fun Fest 

Not so fun when a gust of wind 

takes down your tent!  
Hopewell Harvest Fair 

Kids lined up for the Spin and Win  

On the Road with BRC 
 

On Sunday, September 10th, volunteers and staff from BRC pitched a tent at the Mont-

gomery Fun Fest. They set up a literature table with information about the church and our 

ministries. Fest-goers could Spin and Win at the game BVS provided. Pastor Jeff was on 

hand to meet and greet members of the community. 

 

On Saturday, September 23rd Pastor Jeff and volunteers from the congregation reprised 

their display at the Hopewell Harvest Fair. The Spin and Win had kids lining up once again 

and contacts were made with friends and neighbors. May God bless this community inter-

action.  



PROCLAMATION—Continued  
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If you said this was a spittoon  you we 

right! A spittoon in church! 

Thanks to All Who Helped on the  
Weekend Journey 

Thanks to our greeters, guides, and general helpers for mak-
ing the Weekend Journey though the Past a success.  It’s 
great to know that so many members and friends of the 
church were willing to step up and help. 
 

An especially big thank you goes to Katie Connolly for a fan-
tastic concert.  Her stirring rendition of The Battle of Tren-
ton and the magnificent patriotic songs were enjoyed by all 
in attendance. 
 

We had a total of 55 visitors in the two days with 38 attend-
ing the concert. 
 

The Weekend Journey Planning Team 
Dave Cochran 
Barb Reid 
Karen Larsen 
Jeff Knol 

Kyle tells about BRC founding.. 

Saturday morning group 

Vineetha shows the  

church’s addition. 

Gracie speaks with visitors. 

Barb A. points out the organ pipes. 

Docents Elaine and Pam 

greet guests with smiles. Karen tells visitors about 

church in the 1800’s 

The BRC quilt made in 1982 



     SINTERKLAAS 2017 

     (It’s Right Around the Corner!) 
The Date – December 2 

The Time – 9:00am – 2:00pm 

The Co-Chairs – Gracie Johnson 609.466.1862 gtuckerbj@gmail.com 

and Barb Reid 609.558.4471 bareid35@aol.com 

 

What We Need: 

 

Crafts – The crafters have been working for many months and this booth has many beautiful 

items but they would be happy to accept more. Do you like to sew or quilt? Bernice would 

welcome your handiwork. Suggestions include, but are not limited to bibs, pot holders, knit-

ted dish cloths, baby hats and sweaters, scarves, socks, handmade cards and tags, and Christ-

mas décor. Please put a suggested sale price on your item.  

Bernice Van Nostrand, Chair 908.244.1115 vns206@aol.com 

 

Frozen Soups – A note from the soup guy: 

It’s that time of the year again when we will be building up our soup supply. Soup sales have 

been a big hit at previous Sinterklaas events and we would like to continue the tradition this 

year. We are looking for at least 150 containers of soup (in pints and quarts). The good news 

is that if many of us fill just a few containers, we will reach our goal. The process is straight-

forward. 

1. Find your favorite recipe. 

2. Get soup containers in the closet in the kitchen of Cook Hall. We have both pints and 

quarts to accommodate different quantity needs. Do NOT use recycled containers. 

3. Make the soup at your convenience. BTW, we could use more vegetarian soups this year. 

If you make a vegetarian soup, please do NOT use an animal stock. Note the stock on the 

label with other ingredients. 

4. IMPORTANT: Tape a label on the LID of the soup container that lists the name of the 

soup and all of its ingredients. 

5. Put the soup in the tall freezer near the microwave in the kitchen of Cook Hall anytime. Be 

sure to print your name and the name and quantities of your soups in the yellow folder near 

the freezer.  

That’s it! When you’ve made your soup, sit down and relax knowing that you’ve helped the 

church raise money for God’s work in our church and community. Thanks in advance for 

your help. If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Dave Cochran, Chair 609.466.3539 davidc99@aol.com 
 

Baked Goods – Cookies, candies, breads such as pumpkin and zucchini, cakes, pies, jams & 

jellies, and just about any other culinary treats are welcome. Please place cookies in packages 

of six. Make sure to label everything with all ingredients along with your initials. Baked 

goods may now be placed in the tall freezer near the microwave in the kitchen of Cook Hall. 

Evelyn Cochran, Chair 609.466.3539 davidc99@aol.com 
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PROCLAMATION—Continued  



White Elephant – Peggy is looking for treasures such as holiday décor, ornaments, china, col-

lectibles, new and gently used items appropriate for gift giving, and toys. In short, TREAS-

URES, as opposed to rummage. No clothing please. Save that for the rummage sale in the 

spring. Not sure what might be considered a treasure? Ask Peggy, our resident expert. White 

Elephant items may be dropped off in the southeast room on the upper level of Cook Hall, 

marked Room 1 beginning Sunday, October 22. Please note that this is a different location 

from previous years. 

Peggy Querec, Chair 609.924.8718 mquerec@yahoo.com 

 

Heifer International Mission Table – Count on this booth for your gift giving needs again this 

year. Should you run across small stuffed animals or inexpensive books about the animals rep-

resented (cows, sheep, camels, oxen, water buffalo, pigs, honeybees, goats, donkeys, ducks, 

rabbits, guinea pigs, chicks, llamas) we would love to have them on hand to sell along with the 

donation. It makes a nice gift package for children learning about the mission of Heifer. When 

the time comes, Barb P will need help with the booth set-up. Do you have a decorative eye? If 

so, reach out to Barb and volunteer to help. 

Barb Pavlicek, Chair 609.683.5523 bjpmay1998@aol.com 

 

Lunch – We are going back to a favorite lunch this year of Dutch Pea and Vegetarian Butter-

nut Squash soups, and Harvest salad and sandwiches. There is even a possibility that we will 

bring back Dutch Apple Cakes. Help will be needed before the event for food preparation, as 

well as serving at the bazaar itself on the 2nd. Please invite your friends to experience this 

lovely meal! 

Gracie Johnson, Chair 609.466.1862 gtuckerbj@gmail.com 

 

Silent Auction – A new addition to Sinterklaas this year, the silent auction promises to be a 

wonderful enhancement to the event and a significant contributing factor in preserving our his-

toric church. Silent auction items will include theme baskets such as “Movie Night”, “A Day 

at the Beach”, “The Weekend Gardener”, and “Coffee Lovers”, to name but a few. It will also 

include items to bid on such as a round of golf for four, sports tickets, restaurant gift certifi-

cates, and so much more! Are you able to provide theatre tickets? Might you be able to donate 

snow plowing or shoveling? Do you have a timeshare that you are willing to auction?  Perhaps 

you can offer painting or legal services? We all have talents and resources, and we’re hoping 

that you will share yours with us. For your consideration, a list of basket ideas, as well as other 

suggestions for donating can be found in the basement of Cook Hall. We ask that all baskets or 

auction items have a minimum value of $50.00. Completed baskets and auction items should 

be dropped off no later than Friday, November 24 so that they can be labeled and prepared for 

auction. In addition, we are hopeful that some of our local businesses will be generous in do-

nating items for the auction. If you know of a business in our community that might be willing 

to donate a service, dinner tickets, etc., please reach out to them. 

Volunteers are needed on the day of Sinterklaas to monitor the floor, help people with bidding, 

and act as contacts once the auction is over. If you think that you might like to get in on the 

fun that this is sure to be, give Allison a call. 

Allison Clancy, Chair 732.672.6766 allison.clancy@comcast.net 
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Quilt Display in the Sanctuary – Do you have a quilt, new or antique, that you would be willing 

to display in church? We are opening our beautiful sanctuary this year to a quilt display. Quilts 

that have a personal history  or a unique story behind them can be interesting and fun for visi-

tors to see. In addition, Nancy is attempting to borrow the church history quilts from the 

Griggstown and Harlingen Reformed Churches to be on display along with our own. Individu-

als are needed to be docents in the sanctuary during the event, answering general questions 

about the church (information will be provided) and safeguarding the quilts. 

Nancy Curtis, Chair 908.304.2627 ncurtis198@aol.com 
 

Other Vendors 

Barb Bradsell will be selling her beautiful handmade baskets again this year. Elizabeth Haines 

will also return to sell her unique handmade jewelry. Boy Scout Troop #46 will be on hand to 

sell their Christmas wreaths. We are firming up details with two additional vendors who do 

crafts. Our outside vendors add variety and a nice ambiance to the bazaar venue. 
 

Decorating – It is our hope that our bazaar venue is both festive and inviting. Do your talents lie 

in helping to make this happen? Materials to decorate will be provided, but suggestions are al-

ways welcome! Speak with either Gracie or Barb. 
 

Parking – It’s a tough job, but somebody has to do it! We have seasoned vets who can show 

you the ropes. See Gracie if you can help in this regard. 
 

Set Up and Break Down – They outwardly appear to be thankless jobs, but in actuality they are 

so necessary and appreciated. It is especially nice to have fresh individuals come in at the end 

of the day to restore the space to its original appearance. 
 

Sign Up sheets will begin to appear in Cook Hall very shortly. You will be able to sign up to 

work in a booth, and as you can see, there are many more jobs and opportunities of equal im-

portance. Getting out the word is vital. Signs and flyers will need to be distributed in the com-

ing days. There is much to do and we depend on such willing and capable hands. 
 

Each year both our Missions and Properties teams carefully consider how to best use the in-

come from Sinterklaas. The mission portion is 20% of the total income. This year the team de-

cided that the money raised at the soup and baked goods booths be used to fund the Crawford 

House soup making event in the winter. Each year we invite the women of Crawford House to 

the church in order to teach them how to prepare a healthy and economical meal. The remaining 

amount of the mission’s portion is earmarked for disaster relief. The Properties team has re-

quested that the remaining 80% of the total income be allocated to the preservation and restora-

tion of the church. 
 

Thank you from the bottom of or hearts for your unfailing generosity of your time, your talents, 

and your treasures. We look forward to a day of fun and fellowship as we raise money for 

God’s work in our church and in our community. 
 

In love and gratitude, 

Gracie and Barb 
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Properties Team  Update 

When the Bough Breaks 
 

Early Tuesday morning, September 5th, we discovered that the bough extending over the 

driveway on the right side of the church had fallen, blocking the passage to exit the church 

parking lot.  Pastor Jeff and Raleigh were the first to see the broken tree during their morning 

walk. “We are lucky that the fallen limb did not damage the church or the new fence around 

the playground”, he stated. Gracie, a member of the Properties Team, did her due diligence 

and obtained estimates to remove both the bough and the tree, which is hollow inside. The 

high winds through the night of September 4th – 5th caused the damage to the tree. “It is sad 

to lose the ancient tree, but we are blessed that no one was hurt”, she said.  

 

Joe Hamlett, the father of a former BVS student, has cleared the driveway and will soon re-

move the rest of the tree before more comes down. He is providing the church with a signifi-

cant discount for his work and we are very appreciative. 

The Properties Team wants to thank all volunteers who worked so hard with us to deep clean our Sanc-

tuary/Church building!  Some worked late into the night on Thursday, the 5th, and many worked a very 

long day on Saturday, the 7th.  Jeff was found perching on pews to dust all shutters and then reaching 

higher than anyone else could with double extender poles to dust corners not reached in decades!  Ray 

Liao brought his repair skills with him as he scraped and sanded many pews on the east side - an over-

whelming and much appreciated task!  The rest of us dusted, washed,  polished, vacuumed and vacu-

umed again!  Knowing how much dust and dirt we disposed of, we all 'felt the clean' at worship on the 

8th.  It was hard work, but satisfying and with good fellowship.  Thank you!  Thank you! 
 

You will find small jobs listed in our weekly bulletins now, which we invite you to take on in your own 

time and when your schedule permits if you'd like.  Properties Team members will be available for ad-

vice or help with the projects if desired. 

 Workdays with Scouts on Nov. 18th and Dec. 9th.  Bring your rakes and work with the scouts.  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

October 

9 Bob Sharman 

12 Eva Rose Maestripieri 

14  Mimi Coffey 

15  Max Urbanski 

16  Rich VanDoren 

23  Evelyn Cochran 

25    Jeff Knol 

28  Marc Hong 

 

November 

  4 Vineetha Prince 

  Yuri Pugliese 

  6 Reid Liao 

  8 Eloise Liao 

  Shirley Wang 

12 Jamie Knol 

15  Anika Prince 

    Marie Pugliese 

16 Margot Knol 

20  Ty Hong 

22  Gracie Johnson 

24 Wendy Herbert 

25 Sam Prince 

 

December 

  2   Barb Antoniewicz 

  9  Kathryn Tel 

 
 

 
 If you don’t see your name  

listed and it should be,  

please let Karen know so we 

can celebrate with you! 
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   BRC Mission Statement 

Plan Ahead— 

Oct. 16   Consistory, 7:30pm          

Oct. 19  Blue Pomegranate, 7:00pm          

Oct. 22  Stewardship Sunday, 10am             

  CROP Walk, 1:30pm  

@ Harlingen Reformed 

Oct. 29  Reformation Sunday, 10am             

   Congregational Meeting, 11am  

Oct.30   BVS Trunk or Treat, 9:30am 

Oct 31   S.H.I.P. Lunch, 10:30am 

November 
Nov. 1 Men’s Breakfast, 7:30am    

 Mont. School History Tour, 1:00pm 

Nov. 2  Mom’s Club, 10:00am  

Nov. 3  Mont. School History Tour,1:00pm 

  Game Night,7:00pm          

Nov. 5  Communion/BVS Music, 10:00am            

  New Member’s Lunch, 11:30am 

Nov. 6    Comm Team, 1:00pm             

  Properties Team, 12:30pm  

Nov. 7  Mary & Martha, 6:15pm  

Nov. 12 Breakfast Worship, 8:32am              

  Worship, 10:00am  

Nov. 14  Worship Team, 4:15pm          

Nov. 16  Blue Pomegranate, 7:00pm    

Nov. 18  Work Day w/ Scouts, 9am—12       

Nov. 19  Worship, 10:00am  

Nov. 20  Calendar Planning, 6:00pm 

   Consistory, 7:30pm          

Nov. 21  Interfaith Service, 7:30pm   

Nov. 26  Worship, 10:00am  

December 
Dec.2 Sinterklaas, 9:00am              

Dec.3 Worship & Communion, 10:00am            

Dec.4 Comm Team, 1:00pm 

Properties Team, 12:30pm  

Dec.5 Worship Team, 4:15pm 

Dec.6 Men’s Breakfast,7:30am   

Dec.9 Work Day w. Scouts, 9am—12 

Summary of Dates  

(See articles for more information.) 
OFFICE HOURS 

MON 8:30 to 1:30  

THUR 8:30 to 3:30 

FRI 8:30 to 11:30 
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The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people united in Christ  

through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning,  

serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 


