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                                                                                           October 31, 2025 

ñFor everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.ò 

 ï Ecclesiastes 3:1 

We are well into the fall now, and winter is just around the corner. This is the 

season where the earth takes a break from growth, and rests. This is an im-

portant rest ï it gets the earth ready for new growth in the spring. 

Ironically, the fall is when the church gets busy with a number of special 

events and annual chores. In the winter, the church does quiet down a bit. 

That rest between two years of growth is necessary to replenish the land. 

And in the church, that rest is needed as well. Between seasons, between 

years, and between pastors. 

And that is why the Consistory is working so hard to find an Interim Pastor 

to guide us through the season of rest and study and preparation for our new 

permanent pastor. We are continuing to review resumes and conduct inter-

views. We are hopeful that we will have a new Interim Pastor soon.  

We are thankful that we have Nancy Curtis and others to preach. We are 

thankful to have Nancy and the Care Team to support our members. We are 

thankful for the Consistory and Barb Reid and all of our volunteers to handle 

the rest of our work. 

For the Consistory, 

Elder Mark Smith 

Our Mission Statement 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of Godôs people united 

in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  

We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in 

need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.  
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Ken Chrusz, who helps me with research for my blog, sent me the following arti-
cle about our ñnewò organ. It appeared in the Princeton Press on June 21, 1873, 
just after the new organ was installed. I thought you would get a kick out of this 
local journalism. Note that all the spelling, grammar, and punctuation are as they 
originally appeared in the article.  

 

The article refers to a railroad being built in Blawenburg. This was the Millstone 
and Somerset Railroad, which ran through the property between Montgomery 
High School and the SAVE animal shelter. It only existed until 1880. You can 
read more about it in Blog 78, The Frog War and M&S Demise, at blawen-
burgtales.com. 

 

You never know what Dave Cochran might find in his files. The first 
section below is an introduction written by Dave, and following that 
is an article about our old (new) organ written in 1873. 
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Special Interestñcontinued 

Blawenburgh is a pretty place, and a railroad is in course of construction through it, the depot is now being 
built, which will certainly give its business an impetus lying as it does in the centre of a rich farming coun-
try. The only church in the village is a Reformed Church, having a commodious and comfortable building. 
The outside being shingled gives it a more antiquated appearance than it deserves, as it is not a very old 
structure. 

 

The congregation has just received a new organ, a superior instrument, made by Mr. Alexander Mills of No. 
539 Broonie St., New York, at a cost $1,600. A concert usually follows hard upon the setting up of a new 
organ, to show the power and beauty of the instrument, and Blawenburgh is no exception to the general rule 
in this case. Consequently and Organ Concert was given on Thursday evening, at which Mr. Henry Eyre 
Browne of New York was expected to preside at the organ, and the choir was to assist with vocal music. 
Mr. Browne from some unknown cause, failed to reach Blawenburgh, and so a couple of gentlemen who 
were present were pressed into service, and the concert passed off very creditably, although the audience 
was small. Mr. Murphy, of Princeton Seminary, played several selections in good style. The name of the 
other gentleman who took part we have been unable to learn. The singing was very good. In this Miss Em-
ma Weart took a leading part, in the duets and choruses, as well as singing a solo, which received and en-
core, bringing her a second time before the audience. In response to the special invitation, she also sang 
ñComing throô the Rye.ò The concert closed with ñCoronation,ò by choir and audience. 

 

Certainly the good people of Blawenburgh have no reason to feel ashamed of their choir, althoô we hope the 
choir donôt do all the singing on Sunday, to the exclusion of the congregation from this delightful portion of 
worship. We should also mention that a Festival was given in connection with the concert in the ground ad-
joining the church. We hear the receipts were light, as several similar Fairs were being held in the surround-
ing country. 

Autumn beauty at BRC 
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Worship 

Alan Taback spoke to the congregation. 

Lee Bekir led us in the liturgy. Barb Antoniewicz led the hymns when Kevin 

was on vacation. 

Back from their honeymoon, Mr. and Mrs. Van Haitsma (Ben and Maria) led worship in September. 

Summer Worship 
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Worshipñcontinued 

Nancy Curtis led the blessing of the new driveway in September. 

Gina Williams read her Prayer Corner meditation, 

Being Called, in church on October 19. 

Jean Beachellôs beautiful handiwork is evident in the 

sanctuary as we begin the fall season. 
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Fellowship 

We never go hungry at fellowship hour! Dave holds the cake that references SOS. 

(Save Our Steeple/Save Our Sanctuary) 

A display board depicting improvements made to our 

campus over the past few years 

We thanked the Fundraising Team for a job well done. More information about the Fundraising Team and 
improvements to our campus can be found later in this issue of the Beacon. 
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Birthdays 
 

  bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 
  н  /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ {ƳƛǘƘ 
  п  ±ƛƴŜŜǘƘŀ tǊƛƴŎŜ                                                                                                           
      ¸ǳǊƛ tǳƎƭƛŜǎŜ 
  у  /ŜƭŜǎǘŜ .ƭƻŘƎŜǧ 
       WƛƳ /ƻǊƛƻ 
  ф  .Ŝƴ ±ŀƴ IŀƛǘǎƳŀ 
мр  !ƴƛƪŀ tǊƛƴŎŜ 
нп  ²ŜƴŘȅ IŜǊōŜǊǘ 
нр  {ŀƳ tǊƛƴŎŜ  
 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
  н  .ŀǊō !ƴǘƻƴƛŜǿƛŎȊ 
нр  /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ /ƻǊƛƻ 
       {Ƙŀǿƴ YǊƛǎƘƴŀƴ 
       !ƴƴŜ ²ƻƻƭƭŜȅ                                                        
ом .ŀǊō tŀǾƭƛŎŜƪ 
 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
  у  .Ǌƛŀƴ ±ŀƴ [ƛŜǿ 
  ф  WƛƳ 9ōŜǊƭȅ 
      !ƭŀƴ ¢ŀōŀŎƪ 
мт  [ƛƴƴŜŀ 9ōŜǊƭȅ 
      YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ 
нл  IƛƭŘŜ /ŀǾŀƴŀǳƎƘ      
нр  WƛƳ .ŜŀŎƘŜƭƭ  
нт  /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ aŀƭǇŜǎƻ 
нф  /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ aǳǊǇƘȅ 
ом  IƛƭŘŜ [Ŝǿƛǎ 
 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
  с  {ƻƴȅŀ Iǳƴǘ 
мл  [ƛǎŀ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
мм  9ƳƳŀ ¢ǳŦŀƴƻ 
му  aŀǊƛŀ ±ŀƴ IŀƛǘǎƳŀ 
       Dƛƴŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 
нн  YŜƛǘƘ {ƛŎƪŀŦƻƻǎŜ 
ну  9ƭƳƛ Iƛƭƭ 
      .ŀǊō wŜƛŘ 

We remembered Katherine Smithôs son, Chris, on Sunday, October 12. Chris, a 
beloved music teacher in the Montgomery school system for over 30 years, 
passed away recently after a long battle with cancer. 

Nancy Curtis led the service of                                      

remembrance. 

Beautiful ladies                                                                           

Katherine Smith, Bernice VanNostrand,                                       

Peggy Querec 

Family and friends came to celebrate Chrisôs life. 

Katie Connolly was back at the organ bench. Music was a big part of the service. 
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Blawenburg Village School 

Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609-466-6600 

info@blawenburgvillageschool.com 

BVS Farm 

Firetruck Visit 
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Blawenburg Village Schoolñcontinued 

Trunk or Treat 


